Statement to be delivered by the Chargé d’Affaires, Mrs. Rofina Chikava, at the High Level Event on the Contributions of Women, the Young and Civil Society in the post-2015 Development Agenda
Mr. President, 

I thank you for convening this event which gives us an opportunity to continue sharing our perspectives on this important subject. 
My delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered by Bolivia on behalf of the G77 and China. 
Zimbabwe is fully committed to the empowerment of women and youth and to their full participation in all aspects of the economy and their political participation regardless of their geographical location or social status. We acknowledge the role played by civil society in raising awareness of the perspectives and challenges faced by people at the grassroots level. We also recognise that civil society can be a valuable partner to Governments, in instances where they complement in fulfilling unified goals and commitments in line with developmental priorities. 
In order to ensure that women take their rightful place in society, we must increase efforts towards the elimination and prevention of violence and other phenomena that disproportionately affect them. Addressing the root causes of violence and involving men and boys as part of the solution are indispensable tools in this goal. We must continue to work towards fulfilling commitments on strengthening our health systems and referral systems to ensure that no woman has to die unnecessarily during child birth. 
It is the view of my Government that women play a critical role in society and that as we work towards the elaboration of the post 2015 development agenda, their role in the positive transformation of societies must not be underestimated. Among the major goals in the post 2015 agenda should be the eradication of poverty, and the creation of decent work as well as other opportunities for decent livelihoods. To this end, Zimbabwe regards education and the economic empowerment of women as the foundational basis on which gender equality and the empowerment of women can be achieved. We emphasise in this regard the need for increased attention towards ensuring not only access to primary education, but also higher enrolment and completion rates for secondary education, as well as ensuring that those women who have been unable to obtain a formal education have access to literacy and vocational education as well as skills training. 
Mr. President, 
It is regrettable that rural women continue to lag behind their urban counterparts in terms of education, access to health, and economic empowerment and as such increased attention must be paid to ensuring that they are not left behind and that they also benefit from existing policies and empowerment programmes on an equal basis with women in urban areas. Given the overwhelming dependence of rural women on natural resources and on land for their families’ survival, Zimbabwe recognises the need to pay special attention to their needs and include them in the elaboration of sustainable development policies and programmes as well as to ensuring that they have equal access to and control of the means of production such as land including in the context of inheritance, as well as access to credit and markets beyond their communities. In this regard, Zimbabwe’s land reform addressed the issue of land for women both in rural and urban areas.
The dependence of women in rural and peri-urban areas on land for their families’ food security means that increased investments in the agricultural sector are critical in improving their lives and in ensuring that they are not left behind in the context of the post 2015 development agenda. 
Mr. President, 
The significant youth population that we have today represents a wealth of opportunity for all countries. However, without meaningful economic activities, it is a cause for concern for all economies in particular developing economies. Therefore, it has become clear that innovative solutions are required if we are to address this matter. The fact that both developing and developed countries alike are facing this challenge shows us that it is time to look into transforming our economic models in order to ensure that they lessen rather than increase inequality. This monumental task may be the key to solving the present challenges for the benefit of the future generations. Regrettably, youth unemployment is no longer just an economic issue; unemployed, educated youths have become a hotbed of social upheaval in many countries. 
That being said, investments in young people must now go beyond merely ensuring that they receive primary education. We must ensure that all young people have an opportunity to complete secondary education and that they have equal opportunities to acquire tertiary education. We also need an increased emphasis on skills training and vocational education and ensuring that women and young people that have been unable to receive or complete their education have opportunities to do so. Moving forward, it is also critical that we place enhanced emphasis on ensuring that our educational curricula are relevant and responsive to the needs of industry. It does not benefit anyone for our educational institutions to continue churning out droves of young people who are educated but unemployable. 
Mr. President, 

In Zimbabwe, we have realised that if our efforts to improve the outcomes of children and the youth are to be realised, our point of reference must be the wellbeing of the family. The family has a fundamental role to play in nurturing children and ensuring that they develop into responsible adults who will make positive contributions to the society they live in. Therefore we have put emphasis on policies that support the family in order to ensure that its members fully enjoy their human rights including their economic, social and cultural rights. 
As I conclude my statement, I would like to highlight that it is critical that the empowerment of women, children and the youth be viewed and addressed not only as a social development and human rights issue but most importantly as an economic development issue. In this regard, we must be wary of delinking the social agenda from the economic agenda for development as gains in the latter will invariably result in gains in the former. 
The post 2015 development agenda requires a new approach to international and national development taking the multiple interlinked global challenges that exist even more into account. It is therefore of paramount importance that in view of the multiple roles that the social and economic agendas for development play in advancing the development and empowerment of women, children and youth, we prioritise the inclusion of these groups in the formulation of the post 2015 development agenda, in order to combat inequality and poverty. 
I thank you! 
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