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Since my delegation is taking the floor for the first time, let me congratulate you Mr. Chairman and your Bureau for your election to guide the proceedings of this Committee. My Delegation has confidence in your skills as an eminent jurist to discharge your responsibilities as Chair and pledge our cooperation and support.

Mr. Chairman, 
My Delegation welcomes the inclusion of item 80 – the rule of law at the national and international levels on the agenda of the 61st Session of the General Assembly and wish to thank the Permanent Representatives of Mexico and in Liechtenstein for their initiative in introducing this important topic.

The rule of law forms the bedrock of democratic legal systems the world over. Zimbabwe, as a republic governed by a democratically elected government respects and upholds the rule of law, which protects the rights of its citizens as enshrined in its constitution.

My Delegation welcomes the debate of this item in a transparent manner in the General Assembly in order to sharpen the focus on the rule of law at the international level as a means of achieving a just and equitable international legal order. The basic tenet of criminal justice, that of the presumption of innocence until proven guilty in a court of law should be applied both at national and international levels as a way of upholding the rule of law and guaranteeing due process.  It is with this mind that my delegation deplores the practice by some UN members who continue to detain without trial unindicted prisoners as this is unlawful and undermines the rule of law that this item is seeking to promote.   Governments should not be in the habit of enforcing laws that they find convenient, be it at home or abroad.   The rule of law should reign always no matter what challenges we face.  Our people find comfort and security in the rule of law and so do nations at the international level.   
Mr. Chairman, 

My Delegation supports the call on the Secretary-General for detailed regular reports on this item and to elaborate further on its national and international dimensions. We all have to take heed of the call by our Heads of State and Government in the 2005 World Summit Outcome document to recognize the need for universal adherence to and implementation of the rule of law at both the national and international levels. 

I thank you. 

