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The President of the General Assembly

Your Excellency the Secretary General of the United Nations

Distinguished Guests

Mr President,
Allow me, on behalf of the Africa Group, to welcome the new state of the Republic of Montenegro to this family of nations.   We sincerely congratulate the Republic of Montenegro on becoming the 192nd member of the United Nations and wish President Vujanovic and the People of Montenegro well as the country  joins us in the collective endeavour to address the many and complex issues before the United Nations.

The 21 May 2006 referendum that saw the birth of the new and independent state of Montenegro was an exercise of the right to self determination.  This is a principle that we in Africa have always respected and will continue to cherish.

Being the newest member of the family is an experience that most of us in the Africa Group can relate to.  It has its challenges as well as its excitements.  With respect to the challenges, the Group of African states will be ready to extend its cooperation to the fullest extent possible to the new Member, the state of the Republic of Montenegro.  We look forward to working together with the country’s representatives.
The Republic of Montenegro joins the United Nations at a crucial moment when the organization is seeking to renew itself, make itself more efficient and more responsive to the needs of its members and their citizens, particularly those in the developing world.  It is our hope and expectation that the increase in the membership of the United Nations will translate into a ground-swell of voices and opinions that will help us realize the many goals and targets that we have set for ourselves.

I thank you.
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