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Mr President, 

We thank you for organizing these informal consultations on the establishment of a Human Rights Council.  We see these consultations as the beginning of the “open, transparent and inclusive negotiations” that the September Summit called for in its outcome document.

My delegation aligns itself with the statement made by the distinguished Permanent Representative of Namibia on behalf of the Africa Group and the Permanent Representative of Malaysia on behalf of the Non Aligned Movement.  We subscribe fully to the common Africa position on this issue as contained in Sirte Declaration of 5 July 2005.

Let me now make brief comments on some of the issues regarding the establishment of the Human Rights Council.

1. Status
Zimbabwe supports the establishment of a Human Rights Council, as a subsidiary organ of the General Assembly.  We note that there seems to be general agreement on this issue.

2.
Mandate

Zimbabwe would like to see a Human Rights Council that will be responsible for the promotion of universal respect for the protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind and in a fair and equal manner.   This is in line with the Sirte Declaration that underscored the need for “a new, non-selective and less politicized mandate, while confirming the universality and indivisibility of human rights”.
3.      Size
We have indicated repeatedly that the problems with the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) have nothing to do with its size, but the politicization, selectivity and double standards that have come to characterize its work.   We have also been calling for the democratization of international governance,  and our view is that this cannot be achieved by creating a human rights body that is smaller than the current CHR.   The aim should not be to restrict but to enhance the participation of Member States.
4.      Membership  


Let me begin my comment here by stating the obvious.  All members of the United Nations are members of its General Assembly.   Members of the General Assembly do not need additional qualifications to participate in subsidiary bodies of the Assembly.   There is therefore no need for a discussion on any form of criteria for membership of the Human Rights Council.  In any event, such a discussion amounts to an exercise in the politicization of issues that we have condemned.   We do not want the exercise to be bogged down by accusations and counter-accusations regarding who is committed to the promotion of human rights and who is not.

However, what we need to do is to enhance the representativeness of the human rights body.  This can be done by making sure that equitable geographical representation is reflected in the composition of the Council.

5.
Election

Regarding the method of election of members of the Human Rights Council, our view is that a case is yet to be made for any form of a qualified majority.   It is also our hope that this issue, as indeed all the others I have referred to, will be approached in a fair and balanced manner.

In conclusion, Mr President, my delegation welcomes Ambassador Ricardo Alberto Arias of Panama and Ambassador Dumisani Shadrack Kumalo of South Africa, as Co-Chairs of  our discussions on this issue.  We assure them of our full support.

I thank you.
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