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Mr Co-Chair,

On the outset, my delegation wishes to align itself with the statements made by the distinguished Ambassador of Namibia on behalf of the Africa  Group.   We however would like to make the following additional comments regarding the mandate and functions of the proposed Human Rights Council:

1.
Thematic Forum

A lot has been said about the need to de-politicise the human rights agenda.   This cannot be emphasised enough.   In order for the Human Rights Council to avoid the shortcomings of the Commission on Human Rights, it has to be made clear in the mandate that the Council will seek to promote universal respect for all human rights, civil and political rights, and economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development.    It is important that all rights are treated in an equal, fair, and balanced manner.   Our hope is that this will re-direct the human rights agenda to focus on how to improve and enhance the full enjoyment of all human rights by all rather than on smearing a few selected developing countries.   

2.
Promotion of cooperation and technical assistance

The Council's mandate should emphasize dialogue, technical assistance, education and capacity-building.   This will enable it to avoid the politicisation, selectivity and double standards that became the Commission's undoing.

3.
Development of Norms 

We recognise the significant role played by the Commission on Human Rights in the development of norms and standards setting.   The council should be directed to continue this work, and to make recommendations to the General Assembly for approval.

4.
Universal Periodic Review  

My delegation has taken note of the ideas being suggested regarding universal periodic review.   We understand that this refers to the need for all Member States to be equally subjected to periodic reviews.   One suggestion has been to fashion the reviews along the lines of the WTO's Trade Policy Reviews.   It has also been suggested that the Council could  work on the basis of global reports prepared by the OHCHR with inputs from Treaty Bodies.   While we are still studying the implications of these proposals, we see them as serious attempts to address issues of selectivity, double standards and politicisation, and we will give it the consideration it deserves.   Let me add here that we have reservations regarding the applicability of the concept of a peer review mechanism at the global level.   We are also unsure whether this approach will help de-politicise the human rights agenda. 

I thank you.
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