IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES

Mr Chairman
My delegation joins the previous speakers in congratulating you on your election as Chairman of the Fourth Committee. I also congratulate other members of the Bureau on their election and would like to assure you of my delegations support and cooperation as you lead proceedings of this committee.

I should also like to take this opportunity to commend your predecessor, Mr Enrique Loedel of Uruguay and his team for successfully executing their mandate during the 58th session.

Mr Chairman

I have the honour to address this committee on the ‘Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

The question of decolonization still remains one of the unfinished assignments of the United Nations. We are into the second decade for the Eradication of Colonialism and 16 Non- Self- Governing Territories are still pleading for independence. The International, Regional, National and Independent Communities have and continue to make so much effort towards the achievement of total independence by these 16 territories. My delegation commends these efforts and would like to urge through this august Committee, a more concerted effort in attaining the ultimate goal of total Independence for the 16 territories.

Mr Chairman
  My country understands colonialism and still suffers from its effects. We therefore know and appreciate what the Peoples of the 16 Territories go through. It now remains with the Administrative Powers to heed the noble calls from the International Community and move more expeditiously in granting total independence. However, we observe with gratitude that some Administrative Powers are making commendable progress in complying with the United Nations resolutions.
With respect to the Question of Western Sahara, my delegation would like to add voice on the immediate need for all parties to comply and implement the Security Council Resolutions that backed the M. Baker Peace plan. The Saharawi people, like many others still in the same fate, deserve their inalienable right to self-determination. Let us, therefore, renew our commitment towards achieving this goal.
Thank you

