Mr. Chairman,

The topic before us today is very important. It is about the health, and indeed about the life of the human person. Because it is about ourselves that we are exchanging views, we should not move with haste, but allow for deeper reflection over time.

First, my delegation wishes to draw the attention of this Committee that the agenda item before us is not about an international convention against human cloning in general. Agenda item 150 allotted to us by the General Committee is aptly titled “International Convention Against the Reproductive Cloning of Human Beings.” We are therefore uncomfortable by the digression by other delegations to include all types of cloning, including therapeutic cloning. Our agenda is given to us by the General Assembly’s General Committee, and we need not redefine our mandate but keep our deliberations in focus.

Mr. Chairman, we wish to thank the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea for organising last week a special briefing for Sixth Committee delegates on the subject of cloning. We were informed at that briefing, as we have been through other sources, of the remarkable medical benefits and possibilities of stem cell research and therapeutic cloning for the good health of the human body. We learnt as well that through stem cell therapy, damaged or diseased human body parts can be repaired.

Information presented to us suggests that theoretically, the stem cells can be used to grow replacement livers or hearts for transplant without the fear of rejection by the body. The optimists argue that such stem cells might be used to create healthy nerve cells for people with Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s disease. We are further advised that if one accidentally suffers severe burns, skin cells could be derived from cloned healthy stem cells for the victim.

Mr. Chairman, our search for more insights into cloning has convinced us more than ever before that human cloning for reproductive purposes is unethical, ungodly and undesirable. We are totally opposed to the creation of a person who is a genetically identical copy of someone else.

The fear or concern about cloning is akin to the sceptical sixteenth century public, when Copernicus looked into the heavens and narrated what was then beyond human comprehension and acceptance; when Martin Luther revolted against mainstream Catholicism, much to the indignation of the clergy who excommunicated him for heresy; and in recent time, when South Africa’s Chris Banard began heart transplants and saved many lives as a result. Our inclination is to give therapeutic cloning a chance. We wonder whether civilization would be where it is now if previous generations had stood in the way of scientific advances. We should not lose sight of the fact that we are beneficiaries of the medial advances made by past generations, and we should allow therapeutic cloning to find treatment and cure for the diseases that afflict us and our progeny. 

While we are against cloning for human reproduction, my delegation believes that we need to harness the therapeutic potential of the cloning of human stem cells. Surely, if stem cells hold so much promise for mankind, and therapeutic cloning can result in the creation of healthy tissue for a person’s degenerative condition, we should not close our minds and doors to these scientific possibilities.
Mr. Chairman, the Southern Africa Development Community Ministers of Health held a Special Meeting on 2 and 3 August 2004, in Pretoria, South Africa. While our Ministers were clear and unanimous about their objection to human cloning for reproductive purposes, they recommended that a Standing Committee of Experts on Human Cloning for Therapeutic Purposes be established to advise the Members.

In other words, we are ready to ban human cloning for reproductive purposes only, and not for therapeutic purposes. We need more time to reflect. We need more research before we hurriedly and prematurely deprive this and future generations of this potentially revolutionary medical discovery.

Given the position taken by my region, the advice of my delegation is that the General Assembly should proceed more carefully and not stampede us into a rash decision. We recommend that a decision on such an important issue of human cloning should not be taken by a ballot. It is an issue that requires us to patiently build a broad consensus. To this end, my delegation recommends that a decision on this important issue be deferred to the 60th Session of the General Assembly in order to allow for further reflection and consultations. 
I thank you. 
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