Mr. President,

Like many others who have spoken before us, my delegation welcomes the Report of the Secretary-General, as contained in documents A/59/302,Part I and Part II.  Virtually all the responses of member states and relevant organs and agencies of the United Nations system, outlined in the report, have called for an immediate end to the unilateral embargo on Cuba. This clearly reflects the common view that the extra-territorial application of what is essentially a domestic law infringes on the sovereignty and legitimate interests of States and is inconsistent with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

Zimbabwe remains strongly opposed to all forms of economic, commercial and financial sanctions and embargoes on States, which run counter to the spirit of the Charter of the Organization. We therefore view with concern the continued application of a unilateral policy of coercive, economic, commercial and financial embargo against Cuba. The application of laws, in particular the Helms-Burton Act of 1996, which are intended to, inter alia, restrict the access of Cuba to markets, capital and technology and investment, in order to exert pressure into changing its political and economic systems or orientations, is a flagrant violation of the principles of international law, the Charter of the United Nations, the World Trade Organization and numerous other General Assembly resolutions. It is discriminatory in nature and undermines the principles of sovereign equality of States and fundamental human rights
Mr. President,
The US administration has unprecedently escalated the hostile embargo policy against the Cuban people as part of its imperial arrogance, which blatantly violates the principles of international law, multilaterism and the will of the international community. In support of the principles of international law, the United Nations Charter and the promotion of the freedom of trade, Zimbabwe, as in the previous years, will vote in favour of the draft resolution A/59/L.2 before us.
Thank you, Mr. President
