JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ

 ISSUED BY THE 6TH IGAD MINISTERIAL FACILITATION COMMITTEE MEETING ON THE 

SOMALI PEACE PROCESS

NAIROBI, KENYA

22ND MAY, 2004

1.
The 6th IGAD Ministerial Facilitation Committee Meeting on the Somali Peace Process was held in Nairobi on Friday, 21st  and Saturday, 22nd  May, 2004, at the Grand Regency Hotel and KCCT, Mbagathi, Kenya respectively.

2.
The meeting was attended by Hon. Stephen Kalonzo Musyoka, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kenya and Chairman of the IGAD Ministerial Facilitation Committee on Somali Peace Process; Hon. Seyoum Mesfin, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia; Hon. Ali Abdi Farah, Minister for Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation and In-charge of Parliamentary Relations, Republic of Djibouti; Hon. Moses Wetangula, Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kenya;  Brig.(Rtd) Matayo Kyaligonza, Uganda’s High Commissioner to Kenya, representing the Chairman of the IGAD Council of Ministers; Ambassador Mohammed Ali Omaro representing the State of Eritrea; Ambassador Ali Abdurahman Numeri, Ambassador of the Embassy of the Republic of Sudan; Mr. Daniel Yifru, Director, Political and Humanitarian Affairs representing the Executive Secretary of  IGAD; and Ambassador Mohamed Ali Foum, AU Special Envoy for Somalia, representing the African Union.

The following members of the IGAD Partners Forum also attended the meeting: Italy, United Kingdom, the United States of America, Sweden, Egypt, France, Switzerland, Finland, Denmark, Norway, China, Japan, Canada, the United Nations, the European Union and the League of Arab States.

The Ministers reaffirmed in the spirit of the 5th IGAD Ministerial Facilitation Committee meeting held on the 5th and 6th May 2004 and the unity of purpose among the IGAD Member states to help restore lasting peace and stability in Somalia.

The Ministers expressed their wish for the early arrival in Nairobi of the remaining genuine invited Traditional Leaders and requested the Political Leaders to cooperate in the smooth implementation of this decision. 

The Ministers reiterated that their role and that of the IGAD Partners Forum is merely that of facilitating the peace talks and challenged the Somalis to take the responsibility of bringing their country back to normalcy by ensuring that an all inclusive government is formed. They gave the Facilitation Committee a robust mandate and clear political objectives to ensure the success of the peace conference.

The Ministers further expressed their commitment to a strong regional consensus for the Conference.

The Ministers asked for all-inclusivity, a balance among the political groups and equitable representation in the government. They called for fairness and transparency in the process of selection of members of the Transitional Federal Parliament. 

The Ministers further expressed their readiness to mobilize regional and international support for recognition of the government to be established at the conclusion of the reconciliation conference.

The Ministers consulted with all Somali clans (Hawiye, Darod, Dir, Digil & Mirifle and the 5th Clan) and provided them with general guidelines for the completion of the third and final phase. The Ministers pointed out that all Somalis are welcome to participate and try their chance to seek a seat at whatever level they deem fit.  However, those not officially invited to the conference would bear their own costs.

The Ministers added that any leader who absents himself from the peace process will not be allowed to hold the process hostage. They further warned that punitive measures would be taken on those who would be found obstructing and frustrating the finalization of the remaining part of the peace process  

The Ministers reiterated their desire and decision to undertake a collective IGAD Ministerial  delegation to brief  the Commission of the African Union and thereafter the United Nations Security Council on the status of the peace process immediately after the launch of the Third Phase. In this regard they noted with appreciation that the UNSC is scheduled to hold a session on Somalia on 25th May, 2004.  The Ministers also noted that the Somali issue is on top of the agenda of the Summit meeting during the forthcoming  launch of the African Union Peace and Security Council scheduled to be held in Addis Ababa on Tuesday 25th May, 2004.

The Ministers encouraged and called for adequate, sustained support and provision of sufficient resources while availing logistical, moral and financial sustenance to see the most important and critical Third Phase to a successful conclusion. They urged those who have made pledges to honor their pledges without further delay. 

The Ministers noted with appreciation that all Somali Leaders in particular and the clans in general have unanimously endorsed the guidelines submitted by the Ministers.  

The Ministers noted with satisfaction the successful conclusion of Phase I and Phase II of the reconciliation process and officially launched the third and final phase of the Somali National Reconciliation Conference as of today, 22nd May, 2004. 

The Ministers agreed to hold their next meeting in Nairobi, Kenya on the Monday, 21st June, 2004. 

The Ministers thanked the Government and the people 
of the 
Republic of Kenya for hosting the Somali National 
Reconciliation Conference and for convening the 6th 
IGAD 
Ministerial Facilitation Committee Meeting.

Done at Nairobi, Kenya.

22nd  May, 2004.
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