JOINT COMMUNIQUÉ

 ISSUED BY THE 4TH IGAD MINISTERIAL FACILITATION COMMITTEE MEETING ON THE

SOMALIA NATIONAL RECONCILIATION CONFERENCE

NAIROBI, KENYA

12TH MARCH  2004

1. The 4TH IGAD Ministerial Facilitation Committee Meeting on the Somalia National Reconciliation Process was held in Nairobi on 12th March, 2004 to review the status of the process and make recommendations on the way forward.

2. The Meeting was attended by Hon. Stephen Kalonzo Musyoka, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kenya, and the Chairman of the IGAD Ministerial Facilitation Committee, Hon. Augustine Nshimye, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uganda, representing the Chairman of the IGAD Council of Ministers, H.E. Ali Abdi Farah, Minister for Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation and In-charge of Parliamentary Relations, Republic of Djibouti.  Ethiopia was represented by H.E. Amb. Abdulaziz Ahmed Adem, Ethiopia’s Special Envoy to the Somali 

National Reconciliation Conference and Eritrea was represented by H. E. Amb. M. Ali Omaro , Ambassador of the 

State of Eritrea to Kenya. Dr. Attallah Hamad Bashir, Executive Secretary represented IGAD.  The African Union was represented by Ambassador Mohammed Ali Foum, Special Envoy to the Somali Peace Process.  H.E Amb. Samir  Alhosny , Director of the African Department, League of Arab States, represented the Secretary General of the League of Arab States and H.E. Amb. Winston Tubman United Nations Special Envoy to the Somali National Reconciliation Conference represented the United Nations Secretary General.

3. The following members of the IGAD Partners Forum also attended the meeting; Italy, United Kingdom, the United States of America, Sweden, Egypt, League of Arab States, France, Switzerland, United Nations, Libya, Norway, Finland, Germany, Denmark, Canada, the World Bank and the European Union.

4. The Ministers welcomed consultations held at Safari Park on the Somali Peace Process between all Somali factions from 9th to 28th January, 2004.  Thereafter, they received the 

progress report on the Somali National Reconciliation Conference and noted positive developments since the 2nd IGAD Ministerial Facilitation Committee Meeting of 8th December, 2003.  

5. The Ministers also lauded the signing of the Declaration on various amendments to the Transitional Federal Charter of the Somali Republic, presided over by H.E. President Mwai Kibaki on 29th January, 2004. 
They also endorsed the clarification to the interpretation of Article 30 of the Charter as contained in the Press Statement issued by Hon. Stephen Kalonzo Musyoka, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kenya and Chairman of the IGAD Ministerial Facilitation Committee on 17th February, 2004.

6. The Ministers welcomed the Statement by the President of the United Nations Security Council made on 25th February, 2004 in support of the Somali National Reconciliation Conference and expression of the Council’s readiness to react to any obstructions to peace efforts in Somalia.

7. The Ministers appealed to those Somali Leaders currently in Somalia to return to Nairobi immediately to participate in the remaining part of the Peace Process.  Further, the Ministers directed the Facilitation Committee to bring all the remaining authentic traditional leaders from Somalia to Nairobi within the next one week. 

8. The Ministers reviewed a preliminary draft set of the Rules of Procedure for Phase Three and agreed that this should be passed to Somali Political groups for their consideration, amendment as necessary, and finalization, before submission to the Facilitation Committee within one week. 

9. The Ministers also directed the Facilitation Committee to make arrangements for the clans to commence the process of distribution of seats. 

10. The Ministers declared that Phase Two is now complete and that the process is now moving into the preliminary stage of Phase Three. 

11.
The Ministers expressed concern with the financial situation faced by the Conference.  They acknowledged donor assistance from the International Community, in particular the European Union, and called upon others to avail adequate and predictable funds to support the reconciliation process. 

12. The Ministers thanked the Government and the people of   the Republic of Kenya for hosting the Somali National 

Reconciliation Process and for convening the 4tb IGAD Ministerial Facilitation Committee Meeting.

The Ministers agreed to hold their next meeting in Djibouti on 22nd March, 2004.

Done in Nairobi, Kenya.

12th March, 2004.
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