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Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Samoa 
on behalf of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) 
to the 
19th Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGASS)

For the Overall Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of Agenda 21 
26 June 1997, New York 

Mr. President,

I have the honour, in my capacity as Chairman of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), to speak on behalf of the forty-two member countries of the Alliance, the majority of whom are represented at this Special Session.

May I say that we associate ourselves fully with the statement delivered earlier in the week by the Republic of Tanzania as Chairman of the Group of 77 and China.

It bears repetition, Mr President, that for developing countries the implementation of sustainable development policies requires the commitment and investment of considerable additional financial resources in the development effort.  The Secretary General in his report on the overall progress since Rio has noted that there has been a shift in sources of funding, from the multilateral to bilateral level but little change in the overall level of commitments. The mobilisation of such resources thus remains an enormous continuing challenge.

We must therefore continue to insist in 1997, as we did in 1992, on the need to identify ways and means of providing new and additional financial resources for the implementation of the policies and programmes which we seek so readily to prepare and to propagate.

A critical test of the seriousness of our re-dedication to the implementation of Agenda 21 in 1997 will be the extent to which we can obtain a more firm commitment from developed countries to reverse the decline in official aid flows and to reach the accepted United Nations target of 0.7 per cent of their GNP, and to replenish the Global Environment Facility (GEF) funds to a significantly increased level.

Barbados Programme of Action

AOSIS welcomes the decision of the fifth Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development providing for the modalities for the review of the  Programme of Action of the UN Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States held in Barbados in 1994.

The Barbados Conference was the first major conference on sustainable development to take place after Rio.  We believe that one of the notable achievements in the follow-up of the Earth Summit, and the articulation of  the global partnership for sustainable development, has been the increased recognition that has been given to the special needs of small island developing states.

The Barbados Programme of Action stands today as a commitment, on the part of the international community and on the part of the United Nations system, to support small island developing states in their efforts at sustainable development, in the context of the implementation of Agenda 21.  It is the earnest hope of AOSIS, Mr President, that the review process of this Special Session will serve to invigorate and to strengthen the implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action, not only on the part of the small island states themselves, but also, and more especially, on the part of the international community as a whole.   We therefore look forward to the full support of the international community when the review takes place in 1999.

Atmosphere

The health and protection of the atmosphere is a first priority for member states of AOSIS, and we will continue to be actively engaged in the international negotiations.

Climate change threatens the life-force of our islands and our communities.  We make virtually no contribution to the emissions of greenhouse gases which cause the problem.  We therefore look to those who are principally responsible, the industrialised countries, for the most urgent and effective action. 

We are not unaware of the difficulties and the uncertainties.  But the evidence is overwhelming, and we would submit that the problem of climate change calls for immediate strengthening of Annex I commitments in concrete terms within specific reduction targets and time-frames.  There are clear benefits for early action, including the taking of 'no regrets' actions.   We have no doubt that delay will compound the difficulties for the future.  For small island states, the precautionary principle is an ecological and moral imperative; and our very strong contention is that there is a clear and  demonstrated need for the taking of precautionary measures now.  

Given the global and long-term nature of the problem we would also need to say that consideration must be given to appropriate additional actions which all countries, all of us, must be prepared to take if we are to avoid the likely irreversible and dangerous consequences for the global climate system for the future. 

Specific actions will need to be determined by the Conference of the Parties to the Framework Convention on Climate Change at their meeting in Kyoto later this year.  It is essential, in the opinion of AOSIS, that this Special Session should provide the basis for strong and effective decisions to be taken in Kyoto.  Our submission in the AOSIS draft protocol for a 20 per cent cut in carbon dioxide emissions by the year 2005 is well-known and long-standing.  Subject only to the will of Annex I countries to accept and to achieve such a reduction, we believe that a target in this range remains credible.   

May I say at this juncture that AOSIS welcomes the specific emissions reductions targets proposed by the European Union for the year 2010, and more recently for the year 2005.  Leadership on such a serious global issue is expected and warranted and we applaud the European Union.

Energy

We regard the links between energy and the economic and environmental issues as vital, in the context of sustainable development, and we welcome the focus put on these issues during the preparations for this Special Session.    We think greater attention must also be paid in this review process to the importance of developing all aspects of sustainable, clean and renewable energy programmes.  

Increased international co-operation is essential to assist developing countries, especially the more vulnerable like small island states, to move to sustainable energy paths with the least risk of impacting our environment.  To this end, AOSIS favours the promotion of research, development and use of renewable energies.  At the same time we fully support the call by the Group of 77 for concrete and affirmative action to assist developing countries in overcoming constraints faced by lack of appropriate and adequate technologies. 

Energy issues will continue to play an underlying role in sustainable development, and it is essential that this Special Session should identify an effective and encompassing framework for further discussions and development of the necessary international action. 

Oceans

There is indisputable evidence about the growing vulnerability of the oceans, which are critical to our existence and our most significant common resource.  The "mounting problems" with fisheries, which is acknowledged in Agenda 21 (para. 17.72), remain largely unabated.  Threats to the health and productivity and biodiversity of the marine environment have immediate repercussions for all AOSIS countries.  We believe that this Special Session must underscore the need to implement fully the commitments and provisions of important international agreements which have been negotiated since Rio for the improvement of the conservation and management of fish stocks, and for the protection of the marine environment including conservation of coral reefs, within the overall legal framework of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.  We look forward to a successful International Year of the Ocean next year and to the financing of international waters initiatives by the Global Environment Facility.

Sustainable tourism

Tourism for most small  island developing states is one of the fastest growing economic activities.  Concerned with the  need for mainstream tourism to be well planned and environmentally sustainable,  the small islands have prioritised development  policies that embrace eco-tourism as a growing resource.  We encourage the continued support of the international community in our capacity building efforts for long-term sustainable tourism development, within the context of the Barbados Program of Action, and we look forward to increased involvement and environmental responsibility by the private sector.

Thank you.
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