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Statement by 

His Excellency Mr. Tuiloma Neroni Slade

Permanent Representative of Samoa to the United Nations

to the 

Special Commemorative Meeting of the General Assembly

on the Occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United Nations

New York, 23 October 1995

Mr. President,

A better world was sought, fifty years ago.  There was need to restructure from the devastation of war a new order premised on peace, justice and well-being for all.  

That we are able to meet today, a vastly increased United Nations, is surely testimony to our endeavours. The dramatic transformation of the world's political map, and membership of the Organisation from the fifty-one states which first met as the General Assembly to almost four-fold today, enriched by observer states and organisations, brings us nearer to the goal of universality.  

My own country, like so many in this hall, came to independence through the process of de-colonisation made possible only through the central role played by the United Nations.  That process was an historic achievement.  The international consciousness and the moral and political underpinnings forged, are with us today.  It is one of the many achievements of our first fifty years that we bear in mind as we celebrate.

Samoa judges by its experience.  We found the League of Nations unresponsive and we were disillusioned.  The United Nations was truer to our aspirations.  Today, the United Nations remains a significant part of the modern development and progress of my country.  

It is therefore with complete faith that on this occasion Samoa renews its commitment to the Charter.  We do so as a small country, and with abiding trust in the principles set out in the Charter.   The principles are sound; what is missing is the will to apply them.

We believe very deeply in the sustaining power of international law in support of the Charter principles.  The United Nations has been a necessary and cohesive force in the elaboration of international law and rules for international co-operation which now regulate a phenomenal range of human activity.  

An important development in recent years has been the very high rate of state-party-adherence to international instruments, and the acceptance of international programmes on the environment and sustainable development, the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, and in other areas.

Much more, though, is needed by way of concrete action in compliance with treaty obligations; and to implement Agenda 21 and other agreed programmes of action like that on the sustainable development of small island states.

Samoa prays for the day of effective disarmament and the total elimination of nuclear weapons.  A comprehensive treaty on the banning of nuclear testing next year is a first priority.  We welcome the announced intention of France, the United Kingdom and the United States to adhere to the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty.  

But we need to say again to France that we condemn its nuclear explosions in the Pacific: they are dangerous experiments posing a very serious threat to the health and the environment of my country and our region, and must stop.  Of the entire United Nations membership, Samoa is located closest to the test site.

Mr President,

World peace and the conditions for peace are not to hand.  Too many are without human security.  We think far too much is still being spent on armies than on the environment, education and health.  More than half of the world's population is without food.  And some countries are three thousand times more prosperous than others. Science, technology and industrial progress remain in the hands of too few.

These are awesome challenges that must remain for tomorrow, recognising that it is perhaps easier to diagnose the world's problems than to find the solutions; and easier to formulate solutions than to get the public to accept them.   Solutions are beyond the capacity of individual states; they must remain the object of United Nations focus and action.

It is all too tempting to the skeptic to retreat from support and to lay the failures at the door of the United Nations.  But it is unfair to do so.  The power of correction lies not here, but in capitals.

We now have an Organisation structured by a few half-a-century ago, that has to respond to the needs of many more, and to a world, and to world forces, which are fundamentally different, and which continue to change.   
It needs to be reformed and assured the financial resources it needs, and strengthened to prepare it for the years ahead.

Membership of the Security Council must be enlarged to reflect the realities of the present time and to enhance its effectiveness and legitimacy. 

Mr President,

Assuredly, this also is an occasion for thanksgiving.  To the Secretary General, and all who support him at headquarters, to the entire United Nations staff world-wide, and to all member states who toil in this hall and in many similar halls all over the world, daily, year in, year out.

We do not make little of the disappointments and the failures.  But with five decades of achievements, and a world of infinite promise Samoa is very firmly of the view that the future is on the side of the United Nations.    

Thank you.
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