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Mr. Chairman,

This being the first time my delegation takes the floor in this Session, I would like to begin by congratulating you and the bureau upon your election, and on the excellent manner in which you have been steering our work.
Mr. Chairman,

The presence and massive proliferation of illicit small arms and light weapons in Africa, particularly the Great Lakes region of central Africa and in West Africa, poses a great threat to peace, stability and socio-economic development, and in some cases threatens the very existence of Nation States.
Rwanda has borne the brunt of the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. Following the Genocide in 1994, thousands of genocidal killers fled to neighbouring countries where they re-mobilised with the intention of returning to the country to continue the genocide. Despite several General Assembly and Security Council resolutions, and an arms embargo against this genocidal militia, they remain active today and continue to receive illicit shipments of small arms and light weapons. 
Mr. Chairman,

The result of this for the Great Lakes region has been greater insecurity, indiscriminate killing or maiming of innocent civilians, displacement of tens of thousands of people and economic stagnation or regression. In the case of neighbouring Burundi, the illicit trade has led to an upsurge in rebel attacks over the last twelve months, despite the establishment of a transitional government comprising all signatories to the peace process. 
Mr. Chairman,

The Rwanda Government shares the view of the Group of Governmental Experts on tracing small arms and light weapons that the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons sustains conflicts, exacerbates violence, contributes to the displacement of civilians, and fuels crime and conflict.
Mr. Chairman,

Rwanda welcomes the adoption by consensus of the report of the first biennial meeting of states to consider the implementation of the programme of action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects, held in New York in July.
We also welcome the report of the Secretary-General on the feasibility of developing an international instrument to enable states to identify and trace, in a timely manner, illicit small arms and light weapons. We call for urgent action on this recommendation, so that negotiations can begin to establish this international instrument.
We commend the activities undertaken by Member States, the United Nations system and civil society groups to implement the Programme of Action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. Rwanda is proud to be among those Member States that have designated national focal points to act as liaisons on the implementation of the Programme of Action. We are also among the 50 states that have established national coordinating agencies to ensure holistic, integrated and coherent implementation of the Programme of Action.
Mr. Chairman,

It is our belief that the international community would achieve the best results by focusing efforts to eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons on exercising more stringent controls at the source – the manufacturers and suppliers. The countries with the greatest problems with respect to the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, are also the least developed countries, with very limited human or material capacity to mount effective controls on the illicit trade.  

Mr. Chairman,

As Rwanda endeavours to implement the Programme of Action, we appeal to the international community to provide more support to enable us enhance our capacity to fight the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons. There is need for greater support to establish and empower national coordinating agencies and focal points, particularly through manpower training.

Finally Mr. Chairman,

My delegation would like to place on record its wholehearted support for draft resolution A/C.1/58/L.1 submitted by Colombia, Japan and South Africa under agenda item 73n General and complete disarmament: the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects. The draft resolution is in line with the Common African position enshrined in the Bamako and Nairobi declarations. We therefore look forward to its adoption, and to the convening of a conference to review progress made in the implementation of the Programme of Action in 2006.  

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
