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Mr. President,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
1. I would like to begin by thanking you, Mr. President, for convening this solemn and befitting Special Session of the General Assembly to commemorate the sixtieth anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps. 
2. Mr. President, the Nazi holocaust represents among the darkest periods of human history when man’s inhumanity to his fellow man resulted in some of the most gruesome and unspeakable crimes wrought on a people because of their national or racial identity. The Nazi killing machine systematically and methodically set about wiping out an entire people in Germany, Austria, Poland and France and beyond. When the concentration camps were liberated at the end of World War II, and the horrific crimes of the Nazi killing machine were plain for all to see, it was clear that the world would never and could never be the same again.

3. The organization to which we all belong, the United Nations, was formed to, among other things, ensure that the world would never experience the kind of horrors the Nazis inflicted on the Jewish people across Europe. Indeed the preamble of the Charter of the United Nations expresses our collective determination to “reaffirm faith in the fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person”, and to “practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another.” These international commitments were strengthened by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, both historic documents, that were adopted by this Assembly in 1948. They recognized “the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,” and the fact that “disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind.”
4. Despite these international commitments and obligations under the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, however, the world was to be reminded again about man’s incredible capacity for inhumanity against his fellow man and the odious scourge of the crime of Genocide, more than fifty years later in Rwanda in 1994, where over a period of three months over one million people were slaughtered.
5. Today, as this Assembly stands united in its reaffirmation of the principles in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Genocide Convention, it should also take stock of the failure to prevent genocide in Cambodia, Rwanda and in the Balkans. Questions need to be asked about what caused the failures if we are to learn from the mistakes of the past and ensure that they do not recur.
6. Crucially Mr. President, my delegation believes that within the context of current discussions on reform of the United Nations, the issue of prevention of genocide must be given serious attention. The fact that genocide has occurred in at least three different parts of the world within one generation should be reason enough for us to compel us to give this matter our serious attention. 
7. We must ensure that the United Nations has a well functioning and well coordinated early-warning system in place to prevent future genocide. We must also ensure that the Security Council is not polarized or in any other way rendered ineffective in addressing such crises. 
8. My delegation welcomed the Secretary-General’s appointment of a Special Advisor for Prevention of Genocide at the 10th commemoration of the Rwanda genocide last year. It is, however, critical that this office be given a clearer and more robust mandate, and significantly greater resources to fulfill that mandate.

9. Finally, Mr. President, this Assembly and the international community as a whole must stand united in categorically rejecting as offensive and unacceptable any organization or individual who profess an ideology of genocide, hate, racism or discrimination. All such groups must be fought and isolated with the same resolve with which the Nazis were confronted sixty years ago. Neither the passage of time nor attempts by some of these groups to present themselves legitimate political actors, should shake our resolve to fight them and their odious and destructive ideology. 
Thank you.
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