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STATEMENT
BY H.E. MR. ANDREI STRATAN, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND EUROPEAN INTEGRATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA AT THE SIXTY FIRST SESSION OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(New-York, September 26th, 2006)

Mrs. President

Mr. Secretary General,

Excellencies,

At the outset allow me to congratulate Ambassador Haya Rashed Al Khalifa with her election as president of the 61st session of the UN General Assembly and wish her every success in this highly honourable and responsible position.

My commendation also goes to her predecessor, Mr. Jan Eliasson, for leadership and dedication he provided during the 60th session as well as for the efforts he invested in reforming the Organization.

Moldova welcomes the admission of Montenegro to the membership of the United Nations. We are confident that Montenegro’s membership will strenghthen its already active role in South Eastern Europe and will enable the United Nations agencies to assist the newly emerged democracy in consolidating its sovereignty and independence.
Distinguished delegates,

I subscribe to the statement made by the President of Finland on behalf of the European Union, which expressed the position of EU regarding various global and regional challenges we face today. I would like to emphasize additional points from our own perspective.

The current session, dedicated to implementing a global partnership for development, is significant to Moldova from many perspectives. Reaffirmed in the World Summit Outcome document, the global partnership for development opens new horizons for my country. It offers a unique opportunity to take specific actions to advance the implementation of agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium, Doha, Monterrey and Johannesburg Declarations. 
It is essential in this regard that for the implementation of the decisions of the World Summit to have a dynamic and active participation of all governments, private sector, civil society as well as Bretton Woods institutions, WTO and other relevant actors. Developed and developing countries must build their global partnership for development on the basis of mutual confidence and respect, whereas aid effectiveness and quality are ensured by the balance of appropriate financing and good governance and sound policies. It would be a recognition by the international community of the contemporary imperative to pursue development not just for security but for ethical, social and economic considerations.
The Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy adopted recently by the General Assembly is unique in its approach to fight international terrorism. The measures to prevent and combat terrorism, to address the spread of terrorist activities, to build states’ capacities, reflected in the Plan of Actions, are comprehensive in details and far-reaching in their insight. We need to take practical steps, individually and collectively, to implement the provisions of the Plan. We also need to deliver our stand to the public at large and to emphasize, as the Secretary General pointed out in his Report, that “the United Nations should project a clear, principled and immutable message” that terrorism is unacceptable in all its forms and manifestations. My country align itself to the global coalition in fight against “one of the most serious threats to international peace and security”.
Mrs. President,

The report of the Secretary General “Investing in the United Nations” with 23 far-reaching proposals on management reform of the organization trancsends its intention to continue the consideration of measures endorsed by Heads of State or Government at the 2005 World Summit. My country supported the relevant resolution in the General Assembly in July this year in order to strengthen the United Nations by ensuring the efficient and effective functioning of the Organization and to promote a culture of accountability, transparency and integrity in the Secretariat.  
To advance and further implement the provisions of the Outcome document, the Republic of Moldova is willing to support and contribute to the adoption of the necessary decisions which will lead to the revitalization of General Assembly, reform and expansion of the Security Council, increase of effectiveness of the Economic and Social Council. 

Moldova supported the proposal to set up a Human Rights Council. As a global standard-setting institution, the Council is regarded as a universal body to promote the respect for human rights worldwide, react and respond promptly to human rights violations and to assist countries in strengthening their human rights capacities. We place high expectations on this standing body’s ability not only to react and respond, but also to enforce respect for human rights violations, especially in the cases of humanitarian crime or conflict zones out of control of sovereign states. 
We note that the Council, indeed, had a swift reaction to the events in the Middle East, urgently recalling a special session and appointing an inquire commission. However, we believe that a balanced approach to the issues of human rights without rushed, one-sided decisions would make the newly established UN body a more credible, trusted and respected institution. We assume that the countries elected to the Human Rights Council shall be guided by the principles of impartiality, objectivity and neutrality with an equitable and unprejudiced approach. Guided by these principles and being aware of the stringent importance of promoting and protecting human rights worldwide, the Republic of Moldova has decided to present its candidacy  for the election to the Human Rights Council. 

My country welcomed the decision to create the Peacebuilding Commission as one of the main achievements of the Summit. We consider the Commission as an institutional mechanism to cater to the particular needs of countries, accompanying them during the post conflict period on their way to reconciliation, renewal and reintegration. As conceived, this body has a good potential to bring much needed coherence to strategies of peacebuilding and recovery, especially with regard to internal conflicts.

We welcome also the decision of the General Assembly to continue the consideration of the Secretary General’s Report on Preventing Armed Conflicts during the 61st session. The recommendations confined in the progress report will serve as guiding points for the member states in preventing conflicts through the world.
Many regional organizations have been entrusted by the UN, under the provisions of Chapter VIII of the Charter, to deal with a number of conflicts that are not in the focus of the UN Security Council. We need a more systematic outreach to these regional organizations. Steps should be taken to increase their accountability, particularly in the case of protracted or frozen conflicts, when situation is not improving or even worsens over the years. The lack of progress should trigger more direct involvement from the appropriate UN organs. No conflict in the world should be left out of UN's attention, irrespective of whether they are on the Security Council's agenda or not. 
(((We, therefore, are utterly disappointed that the General Committee, for the second time, rejected the proposal of GUAM countries to include an additional item in the agenda of the 61st session of the General Assembly regarding the protracted conflicts in the GUAM area. It is a sovereign right of every member of the UN to bring to the attention of the international community issues that affect the stability and security in the region and threatens the integrity of the states themselves. We see no justification for depriving the four member states of their right to bring this issue to the attention of the UN)))
(((We are delighted that the General Committee, despite unfounded opposition from some member states, agreed to include in the agenda of this session a new item proposed by GUAM states on the protracted conflicts in the GUAM area and their implications for international peace, security and development. We are ready to initiate the consultations with the interested parties and to submit, in a joint effort with other GUAM states, appropriate draft resolutions to the General Assembly which will pave the way to a just settlement of the conflicts in the GUAM area.)))
Excellencies,
The triangle of peace and security, development and human rights is of direct relevance to the Republic of Moldova, as our young democracy struggles with the difficulties of transition and suffers from a protracted unresolved conflict, inspired and supported from abroad, and sees the fundamental freedoms of a significant part of its citizens violated by an aggressive separatist regime. 
(((Indeed human rights are constantly and systematically violated in the uncontrolled separatist territory. Repressive measures are in place in order to suppress the freedom of speech and expression; political opposition is regarded as a threat to the authoritarian regime, political parties in opposition to the regime are either banned or have their activities temporarily suspended. The right to ownership and its protection is violated both for individuals and companies. Arbitrary detentions and arrests are widely spread, freedom of thought, conscience and religion is severely limited. The innocent children have been deprived of the elementary right to education.)))
We welcome the international recognition of the „responsibility to protect” concept. The responsibility to protect implies, above all, a responsibility to react to situations of compelling need for human protection. When preventive and legal measures fail to resolve the situation and when a state is unable or restrained to redress the situation, the international community may carry out interventionary measures  towards those responsible for human rights violations.
But the conflict is not only about the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms. It is a direct threat to the stability and security of a whole part of the European continent. 
Promoting the idea of a pseudo "statehood" for which there are no ethnic, religious or other plausible grounds, the separatist leaders organized a “so-called” referendum aimed at disintegrating the country. Attempted secessions are largely viewed as domestic affairs that need to be resolved by the state itself.  At most, secessions may be accepted in cases where people have been oppressed and there is no other option for the protection of their human rights. The people from the eastern parts of Moldova voted for the secession from the separatist regime, that oppresses and gravely violates their human rights and fundamental freedoms.

The premise on the status of the eastern districts of Moldova has been established by the national law adopted by the parliament. No other legal institutions or entities can change it or are entitled to do so. The nonsensical idea by a member of the Security Council that Kosovo case, which is being still considered with no definite status of the province, shall have a universal application is utterly flawed and generally unacceptable. Every case is unique and there are no similarities for even two conflicts in the world. As conflicts in Kosovo, Transnistria, Chechnya, and other regions are different in nature, different in origins, different in actors involved, so are the principles and approaches for their settlement. 
The military presence of foreign troops on sovereign soil is not allowed under international law if the host state does not consent their presence. We have called on Russian side to leave the territory of the Republic of Moldova. Let me remind the distinguished member of the Security Council that its troops have no legal status in Moldova, and must be withdrawn, complete, unconditional and transparent, in conformity with OSCE Istanbul Summit and its own commitments. Otherwise they are regarded as occupational troops supporting an separatist regime, disregarded by all but one members of the international community.
The same applies to the so-called “peacekeeping forces”. There is not, whatsoever, a legal decision by an authorized body to deploy peacekeeping forces in the conflict area. What we have instead is  self-appointed “peacekeepers” unable to control the situation and backing the separatist regime. Therefore the Republic of Moldova pleads for the transformation of the existing so-called “peacekeeping mechanism into a multinational mission with a relevant international, preferably UN, mandate.
It is our strong believe that the process of settlement shall also undergo through democratization and demilitarization of transnistrian region of the Republic of Moldova, through the development of civil society, political parties and free press, respect for human rights and freedoms, disarmament and dismantlement of illegal military units and militias, elimination of criminal economic groups. Only after creating a vibrant and politically open society – a process that should be carried out under a close monitoring from the international community - one could envisage the possibility of free and democratic elections in transnistria that would bring about true and responsible representatives of the population of the region.

Excellencies,
The Republic of Moldova has irreversibly chosen the way of European integration as the strategic objective of its foreign policy. We are fully committed to the idea of integrating into the system of political, economic and social values of the European Union's family. Successful and complete implementation of the EU-Moldova Action Plan will open for us the possibility to raise to a new level of contractual relations with the EU. It is also a decisive factor for further realization of internal reforms and general progress in the country. The recent first evaluation of the implementation of the EU-Moldova Action Plan has shown encouraging results and steady progress. The Government is committed to the full implementation of this comprehensive document, which will open, we hope, a clear European perspective to our country.

Distinguished delegates,

The threats and challenges we face today bring us to the necessity to find appropriate and effective solutions. It requires joint efforts and shared responsibilities of the members of international community. It is the duty of each member states to act and reinforce our common efforts in promoting the collective security as stipulated in the UN Charter.
 Thank you for your kind attention. 
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