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Mr. President,

Let me begin by congratulating you on convening this important meeting on the midterm review of the implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries, and thanking the Secretary-General for his report on progress made, lessons learned and constraints encountered in the implementation of the Programme of Action.  
Allow me also to thank Ambassador Yukio Takasu of Japan for facilitating the outcome document for this meeting and the office of the High Representative for Landlocked Developing Countries, Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States for the role it continues to play in the implementation of the Programme of Action.

Mr. President,


Malawi is both landlocked and least developed.  Clearly, like other countries in similar situation, it faces unique and daunting challenges.  These include rising oil costs, lack of direct access to the sea and remoteness from major international markets, all of which result in prohibitive transport costs and formidable obstacles to Malawi’s import and export trade. 
 Unless these challenges are addressed urgently, landlocked developing countries including Malawi shall remain uncompetitive in the global economy and the development gap between them and the rest of the world will continue to widen resulting in their perpetual dependence on foreign aid.

As the President of Malawi, Dr Bingu wa Mutharika, often says: “A good friend is the one you walk with and not the one you carry on your shoulders because when you trip, you both fall.” Accordingly, we urge our development partners, as good friends, to walk with us, and not carry us on their shoulders, on our journey to economic prosperity and independence by assisting us to remove obstacles to our import and export trade in order for us to create the much needed wealth to reduce poverty in our country.
Mr. President,


It is precisely for this reason that in 2003 the UN adopted the Almaty Programme of Action, as a reflection of the commitment of the international community to address the special needs and problems of landlocked developing countries as called for in the UN Millennium Declaration. 
The objective of the Programme of Action was to establish a new global framework for transit transport cooperation for landlocked developing countries. It aims, amongst other things, to secure access to and from the sea by landlocked developing countries by all means and reduce costs associated with their import and export trade. A critical aspect in achieving these objectives is the provision of transport infrastructure both to the landlocked developing countries and transit developing countries. 
In this regard, the Malawi Growth and Development Strategy (MDGS) identifies transport infrastructure development as one of the six key priority areas of the Malawi Government to achieve economic growth in the medium term. Accordingly, the Malawi Government is vigorously pursuing a multi-modal inland transport system to improve road, rail, air and inland water transportation with a view to facilitating internal trade as well as import and export trade. 

With regard to inland water transportation, the Governments of Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia have concluded a Memorandum of Understanding to develop and implement a waterway project known as the Shire-Zambezi Waterway Project aimed at connecting Malawi, Zambia and the hinterland of Mozambique to the sea through the Shire River in southern Malawi and Mozambique, and the Zambezi River in Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
The Shire-Zambezi waterway was used as a transport waterway by British explorers and missionaries to Malawi a century and half ago and as recently as the 1970’s it was used for the transportation of molasses from Malawi to the port of Chinde in Mozambique. 
The idea is to re-open the waterway in order to reduce substantially import and export transport costs and, therefore, stimulate economic development in the three countries and beyond.  The waterway is intended to implement existing transport corridors to the ports of Nacala and Beira in Mozambique and Dar es Salaam in Tanzania.

Mr. President, 

The waterway project is in line with the Almaty Programme of Action as well as the Brussels Programme of Action for Least Developed Countries both of which are aimed at addressing the special needs of landlocked developing countries and the least developed countries such as Malawi. It is also in line with the objectives of NEPAD which recognizes infrastructure development as one of the major pillars for economic growth and poverty reduction in Africa, and for reducing Africa’s economic marginalization. 
Furthermore, the Shire- Zambezi Waterway Project is supported by NEPAD, the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) and the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) as a priority project that needs to be integrated with the surface transport networks in the sub-region and the maritime regime of the Indian Ocean.
Accordingly, we urge the international community to support the Shire-Zambezi Waterway initiative. As we take stock of the last five years, we urge the UN to reflect it as one of the examples of efforts being made to implement the Almaty Programme of Action and to assist to mobilize financing for its execution. 
 Indeed, while Malawi recognizes that national governments have the primary responsibility for their countries’ economic and social development, we believe at the same time that the international community must ensure the success of excellent initiatives such as the Shire-Zambezi Waterway project.
This project will boost the economic advancement of millions of people in our sub-region, the majority of who are women who depend wholly on agriculture for their survival.

While Malawi agrees that tangible progress has been made globally in the implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action, landlocked developing countries continue to faces challenges.  More needs to be done not only to provide transport infrastructure but also assist to improve the transport networks in Landlocked Developing Countries.

 Accordingly, we support the recommendations made by the Secretary-General in his report contained in document A/63/165 which, amongst other things, call on the international community to (1) provide greater market access for goods originating from landlocked developing countries to mitigate high trade transaction costs stemming from their geographical disadvantages; and (2) increase immediate technical assistance to landlocked developing countries to ensure their effective participation in WTO trade negotiations.
 In this regard, we wish to urge the office of the High Representative for Landlocked Developing Countries, Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States to take the lead in ensuring the implementation of the Secretary-General’s recommendations.
Before I conclude, let me put on record Malawi’s appreciation for the cooperation it receives from Tanzania, Mozambique and South Africa in putting their sea ports at the disposal of Malawi.  Malawi is also grateful to Zambia and Zimbabwe, themselves landlocked developing countries, for facilitating the passage of Malawi’s imports and exports through their territories.  
This cooperation is a manifestation of the partnerships envisaged by the Almaty Programme of Action. It must not only be encouraged but also supported technically and financially by the international community.


I thank you for your attention. 
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