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Mr. President,

First, I would like to congratulate you on your election to the presidency of the Board and assure you of my delegation’s support during your tenure of office. My delegation subscribes to the statement delivered by Antigua and Barbuda on behalf of the G77 and China. However, I would like to make the following few remarks.

This session is taking place in the face of an unprecedented global financial and economic crisis characterized by volatile commodity prices particularly of food and energy. The hardest hit are the poor people in the developing countries who are already facing numerous other challenges including HIV and AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, and poverty and hunger, just to mention a few.

The financial and economic crisis has no doubt diminished the ability of the international community to address the all important issue of financing for development to the achievement of the internationally agreed development goals including the Millennium Development Goals by the agreed date of 2015, particularly in Africa where many countries are lagging behind in the achievement of those goals.

Mr. President,

At the same time the recovery of the global economy will not be achieved without the prosperity of developing countries. It is therefore imperative that the international community spares no effort to assist developing countries scale up their efforts to achieve the internationally agreed development goals, including the MDGs. In this regard, UNDP’s pivotal role as a partner in development of developing countries cannot be over-emphasized and is needed more than ever. 
Therefore, my delegation wishes to urge UNDP to ensure that development-oriented decisions of the United Nations such as the outcome documents of the High-level Meeting on Africa’s Development Needs held in New York on 22nd September, 2008, and the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development to Review the Monterrey Consensus held in Doha from 29th November to 2nd December, 2008, are implemented in full and without undue delay. This is possible if both developed and developing countries fulfill their respective responsibilities to achieve our shared development goals.
Indeed, my delegation has noted with appreciation an increase in UNDP’s efforts in support of developing countries particularly with regard to the “UN Delivering as One” reform agenda at the national level, and in the promotion of the rule of law, democracy, transparency and accountability. Those efforts are encouraging and commendable, and must be intensified.

 As always, Malawi is committed to working with UNDP in the implementation of its development mandate in developing countries in general and in Malawi in particular.

In conclusion, my delegation would like to commend the UNDP Administrator, Mr. Kamal Dervis, for his dedicated leadership to UNDP and being a friend of developing countries in the achievement of their development needs. UNDP has witnessed tremendous progress in the implementation of the United Nation’s development agenda during his tenure of office.
Malawi appreciates Mr. Dervis’s commitment and contribution in this regard.  We thank him for his report to the Board this morning and wish him every success in his future endeavors when he finally leaves the organization at the end of March this year.    

I thank you for your attention.
