Mr President,

Malawi wishes to commend the Executive Director and her staff for their tireless efforts and the work they are doing to address issues related to reproductive health, population and development, and gender equality in Malawi. As a least developed country, Malawi faces the daunting task of matching its limited resources with the need to provide for the well-being of its people.

As the draft country programme for Malawi states, about 52% of the population lives below the poverty line. Poverty is particularly severe among female-headed households and people in rural areas and is compounded by HIV and AIDS and poor nutrition. While the infant mortality rate declined from 104 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2006 to 76 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2004, the maternal mortality ration remained unacceptably high, at 984 deaths per 1,000 live births. 
This is attributable to limited access to basic emergency obstetric care services, inadequate health personnel, brain-drain of health and medical personnel to developed countries, and the lack of medical equipment and drugs.

Mr President,

In this equation, the need to critically address Malawi’s population trends and dynamics cannot be over-emphasized. For this reason, under the fifth country programme for the period 2002 to 2007, UNFPA in collaboration with UNICEF, WHO and the Malawi Government conducted a nationwide emergency obstetric care assessment and developed a road map to reduce maternal and neonatal mortality and morbidity. 
The programme also helped to revise the national population policy, and to develop the national youth policy, the reproductive health policy, the national gender policy and programme, the plan of action for women, girls and AIDS and supported advocacy activities to reform gender-related laws.
Mr President,

While these interventions produced positive results, challenges still remained. Accordingly, we note with satifaction that the lessons from the fifth programme were taken into account by UNFPA in formulating the draft country programme for the period 2008 to 2011. We are also satisfied with its overall goal which is to improve the quality of life of the people of Malawi by: (a) improving their reproductive health status; (b) preventing HIV and AIDS; (c) promoting gender equality; and (d) promoting favourable interactions between population dynamics and development. 
We have examined the programme outputs carefully. We find them to be comprehensive, realistic and achievable, and in line with the Malawi Growth and Development Strategy (MGDS). This will ensure that the programme is sustainable and nationally-owned. It will also facilitate Malawi’s attainment of the internationally agreed goals including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Mr President,

In conclusion, we commend UNFPA for its global leadership in population and development issues and for being an indispensable development partner for Malawi. In this regard, we have the confidence that the Executive Board will approve the draft Malawi Country Programme for the period 2008 to 2011 and its corresponding budget.

I thank you for your attention.

