Mr President,

First of all allow me to thank the UNDP Administrator, Mr Kemal Dervis, for the comprehensive report he has presented to the Board and commend you for the able manner in which you are handling the proceedings of this session.

The multi-year funding framework (MYFF) established five goals for the period 2004 to 2007. One of them was achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and reducing human poverty. As research has shown, about one-fifth of the global population is afflicted by poverty and lives on less than $1 a day. 
Given that persistently high levels of poverty contribute to rapid population growth, migration, gender inequalities and environmental degradation, amongst other things, the need for urgent action to reduce poverty cannot be over-emphasized.

Therefore, coming as it does at the mid-point of the time-table for reaching the MDGs, we note with satisfaction that the report recognizes the need for United Nations reforms to be intensified in order that the UN system better supports developing countries to achieve the MDGs and other internationally agreed development goals, on the basis of national development strategies in order to reduce poverty.
 In this regard, we note that in implementing the framework, UNDP worked together with and coordinated the activities of other UN agencies. 
Mr President,

We wish to encourage UNDP to intensify its support for pro-poor policy reform in programme countries focusing on local policy initiatives that are aimed at enhancing access to microfinance, markets, productive resources and basic social services especially to combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and TB in Africa. 
We believe that support for pro-poor initiatives would accelerate the removal of unequal distribution of incomes which is hampering efforts to reduce poverty particularly in developing countries. It would also promote the much-needed sustainable economic growth in order to reduce poverty in those countries.
Mr President,

By and large, the report highlights both progress and shortcomings in the implementation of the multi-year funding framework. We commend UNDP for the progress made and encourage it to use the useful lessons learnt in implementing the multi-year funding framework to improve its effectiveness as it maps the way ahead. 
In this regard, we call upon UNDP to ensure that its support is guided only by the development needs and strategies of the programme countries to ensure national ownership.
On its part the Malawi Government attaches great importance to the role of UNDP in national development and, as always, is committed to working with it in its efforts to address the development needs of Malawi.
I thank you for your attention. 

