SPEECH BY AMBASSADOR STEVE D. MATENJE, SC, DURING A RECEPTION HOSTED BY HIS EXCELLENCY Dr. BINGU wa MUTHARIKA, PRESIDENT OF MALAWI, ON SATURDAY, 29th SEPTEMBER, 2007, AT HILTON HOTEL, NEW YORK, USA FOR MALAWIANS LIVING IN NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, CONNECTICUT AND SURROUNDING STATES
Your Excellency the President, Dr Bingu wa Mutharika

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,


Hon. Joyce Banda, MP.

The Minister for Presidential and Parliamentary Affairs,


Hon. Davis Katsonga, MP.

The Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs,


Hon. Henry Phoya, MP

Members of Staff of the Permanent Mission of Malawi to the UN


and spouses

Malawians living in the tri-State area of New York, New Jersey and 


Connecticut and other States

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Excellency, on behalf of members of staff of the Mission and spouses and Malawians present here living in the tri-State area and other States and on my own behalf, I wish to thank you most sincerely for hosting us to this reception this afternoon. 
Allow me, Sir, to say how highly honoured and greatly privileged I am to be your Ambassador to the United Nations and to host you, Sir, in that capacity for the first time. My colleagues at the Mission also express their appreciation for the opportunity you have given them to serve the Government here in New York. 
When it was announced that you would be visiting New York, we all looked forward to this opportunity to meet Your Excellency and learn from you, Sir, the progress our country is making to lift itself out of poverty.

We congratulate you, Sir, on the statement which Your Excellency delivered to the United Nations on Tuesday, 25th September 2007,  in which Your Excellency outlined to the international community the remarkable progress our country has made so far. We were pleased to hear that our country under your leadership is now making steady progress in the implementation of the international development goals including the Millennium Development Goals.  
We applaud Your Excellency for your pragmatic leadership and fiscal and economic policies which have, within the short time you have been in office, put our country on the road to recovery from years of economic stagnation. 
We feel proud to know that by 2006 our economy achieved a phenomenal growth rate of 8.5%; that the number of people living below the poverty line has reduced from 53% of the total population in 1998 to 45% in 2006; that the rate of child deaths per 1000 has reduced from 189 live births in 2000 to 133 in 2006 and that by December this year the Government will have distributed 9,000,000 bed nets as part of its drive to combating malaria.

These are but a few of the many examples of results which you, Sir, have achieved since you took office in 2004. These results are no mean achievement; they are a product of hard work and a pragmatic and visionary leadership, a leadership that is determined to create new wealth for the people, achieve sustainable economic growth and development and end endemic poverty amongst the people of Malawi, and a leadership that is truly committed to making a difference for our country. 
It is no wonder that the international community, from time to time, at various fora now cites Malawi as a good example of how a least developed country can use its own resources to extricate itself from abject poverty. It is a success story which makes us proud to represent Your Excellency, the Government and people of Malawi at the United Nations here in New York.

For these reasons, we, the staff at the Malawi Mission to the United Nations and Malawians living in the tri-State area and else where in the United States, pledge to devote our energies to assisting you, Sir, to make our country meet or even surpass the Millennium Development Goals by the target date of 2015. We shall do our best to promote Malawi in the United States and at every forum of the United Nations.
In conclusion, on behalf of the members of staff of the Mission and our spouses and Malawians present here, I would like to wish Your Excellency continued good health, a successful visit to Washington, DC, and eventually a safe journey back home.

May God bless you, Sir, and bless our country.
I thank you, Sir, for your attention.    

