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Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen:

Mr. Chairman, let me from the outset thank the Government and People of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas for the warm hospitality accorded to our delegation and for the excellent arrangements to ensure that this meeting will achieve its noble objectives.   

Our delegation greatly appreciated the concern for Dominica’s economic crisis expressed by Prime Minister Christie in his speech at Monday’s opening ceremony.  The difficulties confronting Dominica today are the direct result of trade liberalization and WTO ruling to end preferential treatment for bananas at the end of 2005.

Additionally, our delegation is grateful for the many expressions of sympathy from many of you present here in respect of the untimely demise 

of our late Prime Minister, Hon. Pierre Charles.   In the ensuing succession, a youthful Prime Minister, Hon. Roosevelt Skerritt, was appointed.  His appointment to the helm of the development process in Dominica is a fitting tribute to the recognition of the pivotal role that our youth must play in our efforts in realization of sustainable development.  Youth and sustainable development are inextricably linked.  

Dominica has been steadfast in its support for Agenda 21 and the Barbados Program of Action because we have a long tradition of practical experience pursuing sustainable development.  This Inter-regional meeting presents us with the great possibility to chart a clear path towards making sustainable development the only way forward for a better quality of life for our people. 

Our country is a perfect example of a vulnerable small island developing state.  We have faced squarely the wrath of trade liberation and insensitivity of the WTO trade regime, which will soon end preferential treatment for our 

major export, bananas.  Since 1994, we have faced the onslaught of devastating hurricanes, and the economic downturn has led to social dislocation and increasing levels of poverty, especially in the rural sector.

We accepted the inevitability of adjustment as the only way to mitigate the negative aspects the current situation.  Adjustment has come with the expected costs, but we have taken all the necessary steps to prevent a total economic collapse.  One of the most brilliant displays of South/South cooperation has been demonstrated by our sister CARICOM nations who have been forward-looking in their analysis of the economic challenges facing Dominica.  

Recognizing that Dominica is among the first of Caribbean SIDS to be negatively impacted by the galloping forces of globalization, CARICOM established a regional stabilization fund under which Dominica has benefited greatly.   We are deeply grateful to our CARICOM sister nations for coming 

to our rescue in this time of need.  CARICOM’s assistance to Dominica is a brilliant illustration of how a family treats a distressed member.  

CARICOM’s exemplary demonstration of timely assistance to Dominica is illustrative of the kind of action SIDS should receive from the international community.  We underscore the vital importance of special and differential treatment as the only way for vulnerable SIDS to adjust to the global trade regime.   We join other delegations in the call for the developed countries to make good on their ODA commitments made at Rio in 1992, and Monterrey in 2002. 

Notwithstanding our economic challenges, Dominica has made admirable progress in realizing the Barbados Program of Action.  Our placement on the Human Development Index is respectable.  We were able to achieve this through a combination of determination, commitment to self-help, and mobilization of our population.

Mr. Chairman, nature conservation has been a major hallmark of Dominica’s program of environmental management.  We have established three national parks, one of which was accorded World Heritage Site status by UNESCO, and a marine reserve which greatly contributes to conservation of marine resources and protect our pristine coral reefs to the extent that Dominica is today one of the top five dive destination on the globe.  The Morne Diablotin National Park was established in 2000 as a protective habitat for the endangered national symbol, the Amazona imperialis, well displayed on our flag and coat of arms.   

In tandem with our national preoccupation with environmental preservation and our designation of our country as the Nature Island of the Caribbean, we elected to promote Dominica as the premier eco-tourism destination of the Caribbean.

Our commitment to protect the ozone layer, reduce carbon dioxide emissions, and lessen the impact of high-energy costs to our population has fostered a major initiative to replace fossil fuel energy with alternative renewable sources.  We plan to expand our hydroelectric potential, establish wind-generating plants, and harness our abundant geothermal resources.

Like most SIDS, we have come to appreciate that sectoral planning has failed to contribute to sustainable development.   In this respect, we have taken the bold initiative to commission an integrated development plan, which has a participatory framework as its core approach.  In compilation of this plan, all stakeholders in our country were afforded the opportunity to make a contribution.  This plan, now in its final stages of preparation, will serve as our road map towards a viable sustainable future. 

We take the view that regional integration is the only sustainable development path for our sub-region.  Dominica reiterates its unwavering 

support for the CARICOM Single Market and Economy since it will once and for all address the limitations imposed by small size, limited internal markets and natural resources, and small population.  The Single Market and Economy presents the best opportunity for absorption of the range of professional and technical skills available in our region.

As we commence the march towards Mauritius, the case of Dominica is one that all SIDS and the international donor community should accord great attention.  The objective would be to transform Dominica’s vulnerable posture to a posture of resilience, leading therefore to a strong foundation for realization of the Millennium Development Goals and the Barbados Plan of Action.  

The Dominica delegation supports the continued coordination of SIDS issues within the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, which is the 

hub for the monitoring and support for the implementation of sustainable development in the United Nations system.  

Finally, Mr. Chairman, given the range of challenges posed by an unfriendly global environment-that is, poverty, HIV/AIDS, security concerns, and the impact of globalization- it is our hope that SIDS will be accorded the special status they deserve by the international community.  Development of SIDS will however require a renewed sense of purpose by SIDS themselves, and new partnership arrangements by the international community.

I thank you.       
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