Mr. President

Mr. Secretary-General

Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen
Mr. President, 
I have the honour to speak for the 14 Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) at the United Nations; we align ourselves with the Statement delivered by Antigua and Barbuda on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 

CARICOM commends you for convening this meeting to discuss the Global Food and Energy crisis and to be briefed by the Secretary-General on the revised Comprehensive Framework for Action (CFA), following closely on the heels of the recent FAO High-level Conference on World Food Security held in Rome last month where world leaders underlined the need for the entire international community to join forces to tackle one of the most pressing challenges of our time.   
Mr. President,
The Global Food and Energy crisis has the potential to significantly affect the development of developing countries, in particular LDCs and middle income countries. The impact of the crisis is multiplied given that it is happening at a time when the international community is grappling with the negative impacts of climate change, increasing turbulence in global trade and financial markets and an unfolding global economic recession.  
Rising energy costs and food prices not only undermine the stability of the global economic system but also threaten the achievement of the internationally agreed development goals including the MDGs, in particular MDG1 (eradication of poverty and hunger).  Given that the MDGs are intricately linked and mutually reinforcing, the adverse impact on the achievement of the other MDGs is unquestionable. The crisis which is multidimensional in nature has the potential therefore to negatively impact economic growth, social progress and even political security.

The dramatic increase in food prices has become a major concern for the net food importing and largely indebted countries of the Caribbean Community, prompting responses at the national and regional levels. The region has experienced a significant increase in food price inflation with price increases most notable on basic goods usually purchased by the most vulnerable groups in society. This has sparked protests in one of our own sister countries in the region.
At the regional level, Governments have agreed to remove the Common External Tariff (CET) on a number of items to alleviate the impact of the rising cost of living on the people of the region. In addition, Heads of Government are contemplating an initiative aimed at creating an enabling economic and business environment at the regional level for agribusiness competitiveness, sustainable agriculture, and rural development.  

In response to soaring energy costs, CARICOM is committed to taking decisive action to promote greater energy conservation and efficiency and to support the increased use of renewable energy as an alternative source of energy. 
The generous contribution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to CARICOM and Central America, under the visionary initiative of President Hugo Chavez called Petro-Caribe, must be commended, and should be emulated by other oil-producing nations.   

Mr. President,

These complex threats are all global in nature and lie beyond the control of the small vulnerable economies of the Caribbean. The constraints we face in effectively responding to these crises underline the challenge posed to promoting sustainable development in small island developing states (SIDS) and the need to ensure that policy responses at the international level take into account the special and unique circumstances of the smallest and most vulnerable members of the international community and focus on building resilience in these countries.  

We therefore call on the international community to take urgent and collective action to address the food crisis, including its structural and systemic causes. Such action should seek to increase global food production and investment in agriculture, address agricultural subsidies, reduce the negative effects of speculative activity, transform the global trade regime, ensure greater sustainability in the production of bio-fuels, and ensure that all financial pledges and commitments made to developing counties are delivered in a timely manner. 

Mr. President,

We note the findings and recommendations of the Comprehensive Framework for Action (CFA) of the High-level Taskforce on the Food Crisis. Given the volume and complexity of the document, CARICOM is still reviewing the document and look forward to further opportunities in the near future to submit our views in keeping with our firm commitment to effectively address the crisis.  Given the scale of this emergency, CARICOM supports the call by some member States to make the food crisis a major focus of the 63rd Session. 
I thank you Mr. President.
