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MR. PRESIDENT,


I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE YOUR EXCELLENCY UPON

YOUR ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THIS SESSION. I AM VERY PLEASED

TO SEE SUCH A DISTINGUISHED OFFICE HELD BY A REPRESENTATIVE

OF OUR CLOSE FRIEND, SAUDI ARABIA. MAY I ALSO EXPRESS MY

APPRECIATION TO THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT, HIS EXCELLENCY GUIDO DE MARCO. AT THE SAME TIME, I PARTICULARLY WISH TO THANK THE SECRETARY GENERAL FOR THE EXCELLENT WORK HE HAS DONE, OFTEN UNDER VERY DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES.


BRUNEI DARUSSALAM WOULD ALSO LIKE TO WELCOME SEVEN NEW MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS: THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA, THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS, THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA, AND THE REPUBLICS OF ESTONIA, LATVIA AND LITHUANIA.

MR. PRESIDENT,


BRUNEI DARUSSALAM STILL MAINTAINS WHAT I DESCRIBED HERE 

LAST YEAR AS A ‘CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM’. HOWEVER, WE HAVE SEEN A 

NUMBER OF PROBLEMS WHICH DEMAND EARLY SOLUTION. WE CANNOT 

PUT THEM OFF UNTIL A LATER DATE . THEY ARE BOUND TO AFFECT THE 

POSITIVE TRENDS WHICH HAVE STARTED TO BRING ABOUT A NEW 

ORDER IN EUROPE. UNLESS WE CAN TRY TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT 

THEM URGENTLY, THEY ARE GOING TO BECOME VERY GRAVE INDEED.


WE CAN SEE THAT THERE IS ALREADY MUCH UNCERTAINTY IN 

MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD. THE START OF A NEW WORLD ORDER 

HAS PERHAPS HELPED TO REMOVE SOME OF THE OUTWARD SIGNS OF 

LONG-TERM PROBLEMS. BUT IT HAS NOT YET SHOWN US HOW TO GO 

ABOUT DEALING WITH THE PROBLEMS THEMSELVES. THEIR BASIC 

CAUSES ARE STILL WITH US. I AM VERY ENCOURAGED BY MANY 

POSITIVE EFFORTS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE TO CREATE A PEACEFUL 

AND STABLE WORLD. NEVERTHELESS, I ALSO THINK THAT THERE IS A 

REAL NEED TO AVOID OLD PROBLEMS RECURRING.

THE COLD WAR MAY INDEED BE OVER, BUT WE CAN SEE THAT MANY NATIONS ARE STILL VERY WORRIED ABOUT THEIR SECURITY. NOTED POLITICAL GAINS MUST BE BALANCED AGAINST CONTINUING VIOLENCE, SOCIAL UNREST AND GRAVE CIVIL STRIFE IN SEVERAL REGIONS.


MOREOVER, THERE SPECIFIC GLOBAL ISSUES PRESENT THEMSELVES.


I REFER HERE FIRSTLY TO THE RISKS THAT CERTAIN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES MAY LEAD TO GREAT ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE.


SECONDLY, I NOTE HOW THE DRUG MENACE IS PRESENTING A LASTING THREAT TO THE WELFARE OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE THE PRODUCTIVE SECTOR OF ALL NATIONS.


FINALLY I ADD TO THESE, OUR EVER-INCREASING ABILITY TO CAUSE HUMAN AND MATERIAL DESTRUCTION. I AM WORRIED MOST OF ALL BY THE FACT THAT WE DO NOT SEEM TO HAVE FOUND A WAY TO CONTROL THE DEVELOPMENT AND SPREAD OF SUCH TECHNOLOGY.


THESE ISSUES REPRESENT SECURITY PROBLEMS WHICH ARE JUST AS DANGEROUS AS ANY ACT OF OPEN HOSTILITY.


THEY REFLECT A DISTRIBUTING LEVEL OF UNCERTAINTY.

DESPITE POSITIVE GLOBAL CHANGES, THEY ADD UP TO A HOST OF PROBLEMS WHICH NO ONE COUNTRY CAN SOLVE ALONE. THEY ARE ALL LIKELY TO LEAD TO DISPUTES. THE ONLY WAR IS FOR US TO ACT IN UNITY. WE THEREFORE NEED TO IDENTIFY SECURITY CONCERNS IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT. IF THAT CAN BE DONE, THEN WE MUST WORK TOGETHER TO FIND SOLUTIONS. I SEE THESE TWO NEEDS AS CRUCIAL.


AS I HAVE SAID MR. PRESIDENT, I DO NOT OVERLOOK THE POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS WHICH WE HAVE SEEN IN THE POST COLD WAR PERIOD. THEY HAVE OFFERED SIGNS THAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR US TO MOVE FORWARD TOGETHER. I THINK THAT THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE BY THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND SOVIET UNION ABOUT REDUCING NUCLEAR ARMS ARE MOST WELCOME INITIATIVES. SO THE ENCOURAGING RESPONSES MADE BY OTHER NUCLEAR POWERS. THEY INDICATE THAT A NEW PROCESS IS UNDERWAY. I BELIEVE THAT IT MAY START TO ANSWER THE REPEATED CALLS FOR ACTION IN THIS AREA WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE BY MANY UNITED NATIONS MEMBERS.

I AM ALSO PARTICULARLY GLAD TO SEE THE WAY IN WHICH THE UNITED NATIONS HAS BECOME INVOLVED IN TRYING TO HELP SOLVE REGIONAL CONFLICTS. I AM PLEASED TO SEE US BEGINNING TO ADDRESS GLOBAL ISSUES TOGETHER. HOWEVER, THE FINAL SUCCESS OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEPENDS ON THE TYPE OF UNITED NATIONS WE WANT TO SEE. EVERY MEMBER OF THIS BODY SHOULD TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN HELPING TO DEFINE ITS ROLE. IN THIS WAY, WE CAN BE CONFIDENT THAT THE UNITED NATIONS WILL NOT SEE SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS FROM LIMITED PERSPECTIVES.


THE POST COLD WAR PERIOD IS A TIME TO CALL UPON MEMBER STATES TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO REACH A SHARED UNDERSTANDING ON HOW BILATERAL AND REGIONAL PROBLEMS ARE TO BE RESOLVED. IT IS PERHAPS OUR MOST URGENT NEED. WITHOUT IT, THERE CAN BE NO AGREEMENT ON WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THERE CAN ALSO BE LITTLE COMMON GROUND WHEN IT COMES TO DECIDING WHAT WE MUST DO TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT.

MR. PRESIDENT, 


OTHER MOVES CALL UPON US TO RECOGNISE THAT THE SCOPE OF OUR CURRENT PROBLEMS DEMANDS A BROAD APPROACH. TO THIS END, WE MUST ENCOURAGE BETTER UNDERSTANDING, COOPERATION AND INTERDEPENDENCE. AS THE GULF WAR SHOWN, THE END OF THE COLD WAR WILL NOT MEAN THE END OF REGIONAL DISPUTES WHICH AFFECT INTERNATIONAL PEACE. MORE POSITIVELY, HOWEVER, IT HAS SHOWN THAT WE ARE CAPABLE OF WORKING TOGETHER TOWARDS UNITED NATIONS’ GOALS WHEN A COMMON THREAT TO OUR GLOBAL COMMUNITY ARISES. IT HAS ALSO SHOWN THAT WE CAN DO THIS EVEN THOUGH BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL DISPUTES MAY CONTINUE TO DISRUPT REGIONAL PEACE.


IN THIS REGARD, I THINK THAT REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS HAVE A MOST IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN MAKING SURE THAT REGIONS STAY STABLE. OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS WE HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO OBSERVE THIS TAKING PLACE IN EUROPE, AMERICA, AFRICA, ASIA AND THE PACIFIC.


IN PARTICULAR, WE WELCOME RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CAMBODIA AS THE PARTIES AND COUNTRIES CONCERNED WITH THE CONFLICT WORK TOWARDS ITS FINAL COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT.


IN KOREA, WE BELIEVE THAT THE REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION WHICH HAS PROMOTED NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE HAS BEEN MOST VALUABLE.


IN SOUTH AFRICA, WE HAVE SEEN HOW COUNTRIES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS FINALLY PERSUADED THE PRETORIA REGIME TO SET ABOUT REMOVING APARTHEID.


SIMILARLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THE INITIATIVES TAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, TOGETHER WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS, HAVE BOUGHT US SOME RENEWED HOPE. WE FEEL THAT A LASTING PEACE AND A JUST SETTLEMENT WITHIN THE TERMS OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 MAY ULTIMATELY BE ACHIEVED.


THERE ARE OF COURSE MANY OTHER AREAS OF PRESSING CONCERN. I THINK THAT THROUGH THEIR VARIOUS REGIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS. I FEEL THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO RECOGNISE THAT REGIONAL DIALOGUE SERVES TO INCREASE THE SENSE OF SECURITY FELT BY ALL PARTIES. IT WILL CERTAINLY HELP TO ENSURE THAT ONE NATION’S SECURITY CONCERN DOES NOT BECOME ANOTHER’S SECURITY THREAT. IN SUMMARY, I BELIEVE THAT A SITUATION WHEREBY REGIONAL BODIES ASSERT INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLES IN SUPPORT OF UNITED NATIONS OBJECTIVES IS A REALISTIC VISION.

MR. PRESIDENT,


TODAY I HAVE OFFERED SOME THOUGHTS ON PROBLEMS WHICH ARE STILL OUTSTANDING SECURITY CONCERNS DESPITE A NEW POLITICAL CLIMATE. IN THEIR LIGHT, I HAVE ALSO STRESSED THAT WE HAVE SOME PRACTICAL MEANS OF ADDRESSING THEM ALREADY IN PLACE. WE NEED TO USE THEM.

WE SHOULD ACCEPT THAT COMMON GLOBAL PROBLEMS REQUIRE UNIFIED ACTION. WE SHOULD NOT HAVE TO WAIT FOR BILATERAL OR REGIONAL DIFFERENCES TO BE SETTLED BEFORE TAKING IT. RESPONSIBLE REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS CAN BE OF GREAT ASSISTANCE IN DECIDING WHAT FORM IT SHOULD TAKE. THIS SITUATION, HOWEVER, CAN ONLY BE BROUGHT ABOUT IF NATIONS DEMONSTRATE THEIR POLITICAL WILL WHEN IT COMES TO SUPPORTING INTERNATIONAL PRINCIPLES.


IF THIS IS DONE, A CLIMATE OF COOPERATION AND NEGOTIATION CAN TRULY EMERGE FROM A COMMON PERSPECTIVE. I CONTEND THAT THE WELFARE AND SECURITY OF ALL PEOPLE ARE INCREASINGLY SERVED BY A STRONG UNITED NATIONS IN WHICH REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS PLAY VITAL SUPPORTING ROLES. I BELIEVE THAT THE MEANS I HAVE OUTLINED ARE AVAILABLE TO US. WE CAN INDEED CREATE A SITUATION WHEREBY INDIVIDUAL MEMBER NATIONS SEE SOLUTIONS SEE SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS IN TERMS OF COLLECTIVE SECURITY. BRUNEI DARUSSALAM WILL LEND ITS FULLEST  SUPPORT TO ALL MOVES DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE SUCH A PROCESS.

THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT.

