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AT THE 44TH SESSION OF THE UNGA

MR. PRESIDENT,


AT THE VERY OUTSET, I WISH TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONGRATULATE YOU ON THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. YOUR ELECTION TO THIS HIGH OFFICE IS AN EXPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE IN YOUR GREAT DIPLOMATIC SKILL AND THE WEALTH OF EXPERIENCE WHICH CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE WORK BEFORE US. MY DELEGATION AND I ARE CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE T GIVE THIS SESSION WISE GUIDANCE.


I ALSO WISH TO EXTEND OUR CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS TO YOUR DISTINGUISHED PREDECESSOR, HIS EXCELLECY MR. DANTE CAPUTO, FOR HIS EXCELLENT SERVICE AS PRESIDENT OF THE 43RD SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


OUR CONGRATULATIONS AND APPRECIATION ALSO GO TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL FOR HIS UNCEASING EFFORTS, PERSEVERANCE AND DEVOTION TO HIS WORK FOR THE UNITED NATIONS.

MR. PRESIDENT,


AS 1990 APPROACHES, WE ARE LEAVING BEHIND A DECADE, MUCH OF WHICH HAS BEEN CHARACTERISED BY A SUCCESSION OF INTERNATIONAL CRISES IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD. HOEVER, MANY FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES AND DEVELOPMENTS HAVE ALSO TAKEN PLACE IN THE CLOSING YEARS OF THE EIGHTIES. THE EASING OF TENSION BETWEEN THE SUPERPOWERS HAS GAINED MOMENTUM AS DEMONSTRATED BY THE SUMMITS BETWEEN THE USA AND THE USSR AND BETWEEN THE USSR AND CHINA. THE DRIVE FOR PEACE IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD HAS LED TO ATTEMPTS BY THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS TO RESOLVE PROBLEMS WHICH IN THE DECADE SEEMED IN SOLUBLE.


IN AFGANISTAN, THE SOVIETS HAVE WITHDRAWN THEIR TROOPS, ALTHOUGH A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT AND DURABLE PEACE REMAIN TO BE ACHIEVED. IN NAMBIA, THE TERMS FOR A SETTLEMENT HAVE BEE, AGREED. WE HOPE VERY SOON NAMIBIA WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD A FREE AND FAIR ELECTION AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING NAMIBIA IN OUR MIDST AS A FULLY INDEPENDENT AND SOVEREIGN NATION. THE IRAN – IRAQ WAR HAS STOPPED BUT THE PROCESS OF RECONCILIATION  HAS BEEN VERY SLOW. AS FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA, REGIONAL AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE KAMPUCHEAN PROBLEM GO ON. WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO STRIVE FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT.


IT IS ENCOURAGING TO NOTE THAT THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION HAS CHANGED BRINGING A NEW ATTITUDE OF SOLVING CONFLICTS. THERE IS A MORE CONCILIATORY TREND NOW. THIS IS IN LINE WITH THE PRINCIPLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS THAT CALL ON ITS MEMBER STATES TO SETTLE DISPUTES BY PEACEFUL MEANS AND REFRAIN FROM USING THREATS OF FORCE OR FORCE AGAINST ANY OTHER STATE. HENCE, THE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS HAVE INCREASINGLY GAINED IN IMPORTANCE AS INSTRUMENTS IN PROMOTING PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE WORLD TODAY. FURTHERMORE, THE CURRENT IMPROVEMENT IN THE WORLD SITUATION HAS BEEN EFFECTED BY THE RESPONSIBLE ATTITUDE OF MEMBER STATES OF THIS WORLD BODY RESPECTING THOSE PROSPECTS FOR PEACE AROUND THE WORLD.

MR. PRESIDENT,


IT IS A SAD THAT THE NEGOTIATION OF DISPUTES DOES NOT ALWAYS GUARANTEE COMPLETE PEACE AND STABILITY. IN A NUMBER OF CASES, WHILE NEGOTIATIONS OR RIVALRY BETWEEN THE PARTIES CONCERNED CONTINUE, AND SO HINDER A COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTION. THUS PERPETUATING THE MISERY OF THE ORDINARY CITIZENS. WE HAVE ARRIVED AT JUST SUCH A POSITION IN THE ATTEMPTS TO SETTLE THE PROBLEMS IN THE IRAN – IRAQ WAR, AFGANISTAN, THE MIDDLE EAST AND KAMPUCHEA AND IN OTHER CASES. THIS DOES NOT AUGUR WELL FOR THE FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF THE GENERAL WORLD SITUATION. IN THOSE CONFLICTS WHERE A COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTION REMAINS ELUSIVE, DUE TO FAILURE AT THE NEGOTIATING LEVEL. THE SCOURGE OF WAR  WILL REMAIN A THREAT. PEACE IS NOT MERELY THE ABSENCE OF WAR. UNLESS IT IS REALIZED THAT THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A GENUINE DESIRE TO RESOLVE DISPUTES AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE CONFLICTS AROUND THE WORLD WILL BE FAR FROM BEING SETTLED.

MR. PRESIDENT, 


I AM PARTICULARLY CONCERNED THAT DESPITE INCREASING INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS, PEACE AND STABILITY  HAVE NOT BEEN ACHIEVED IN SUCH AREAS AS THE MIDDLE EAST, SOUTH AFRICA AND KAMPUCHEA.


THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM REMAINS A MATTER OF GREAT CONCERN TO THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRORIES CONTINUES TO PURSUE ITS AGGRESSIVE POLICY AND REFUSE TO RECOGNISE THE PLO LEADERSHIP. SUCH A NEGATIVE ATTITUDE, ESPSCIALLY TOWARDS THE CONVENING OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, WILL ONLY LEAD TO THE ESCALATION OF VIOLENCE AND FIGHTING IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. MY DELEGATION FEELS THAT THE PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE WOULD BE USEFUL IN BRINGING ALL PARTIES CONCERNED TO THE NEGOTIATING TABLE. WE ALSO WISH T REAFFIRM OUR VIEW THAT THE PLO SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE CONFERENCE AS THE SOLE AND LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PALESTINIANS.


THE INTENSITY OF THE CONFLICT IN LEBANON SADDENS US. THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WATCHES IN HORROR AS POPULATION ENDURES DAILY CARNAGE. WHILE THERE IS NO SIMPLE SOLUTION TO THE 14-YEAR OLD CONFLICT, WE SHOULD NOT LEAVE LEBANON TO ITS OWN FATE EITHER. IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY, WE URGE THOSE THAT HAVE INFLUENCE WITH OPPOSED PARTIES TO CONTINUE TO FIND A WAY TO END THE CONFLICT. IN THIS REGARD, I WELCOME EFFORT OF THE ARAB LEAGUE TO APPOINT A TRIPARTITE COMMISSION CONSISTING OF SAUDI ARABIA, MOROCCO AND THE REPUBLIC OF ALGERIA TO MEDIATE IN THIS CONFLICT.

MR. PRESIDENT,


ANOTHER DEPRESSING PROBLEM THAT CONTINUES TO CHALLENGE THIS WORLD BODY IS THE APARTHEID SYSTEM OF THE RACIST IN SOUTH AFRICA. THE REGIME NOT ONLY ARROGANTLY AND STUBBORNLY REFUSES THE INTERNATIONAL CALLS TO DISMANTLE ITS EVIL SYSTEM BUT ALSO USES A POLICY OF AGGRESSION TO OPPRESS THE BLACK POPULATION. THUS, WE WOULD LIKE TO REPEAT OUR SUPPORT FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN CALLING ON SOUTH AFRICA TO STOP ITS RACIST POLICY OF APARTHEID AND TO GRANT THE MAJORITY BLACK SOUTH AFRICAN POPULATION THEIR BASIC RIGHTS TO EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND EQUAL PARTICIPATION IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO REAFFIRM OUR SUPPORT FOR THE IMPOSITION OF MANDATORY AND COMPREHENSIVE SANCTIONS ON SOUTH AFRICA IN ORDER TO PUT GREATER PRESSURE ON THE REGIME TO END ITS OPPRESSIVE POLICY OF APARTHEID. 


IN OUR REGION OF SOUTH EAST ASIA, IT IS REGRETABLE THAT THE RECENT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN PARIS DID NOT SUCCED IN BRINGING ABOUT A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT OF THE PROBLEM OF KAMPUCHEA. ONCE AGAIN, THE PARTIES CONCERNED IN THE CONFLICT COULD NOT AGREE ON THE ELEMENTS AND TERMS FOR A LASTING PEACE. THE UNILATERAL WITHDRAWAL OF THE VIETNAMESE TROOPS FROM KAMPUCHEA THIS MONTH WILL NOT GUARANTEE PEACE AND STABILITY IN KAMPUCHEA, UNLESS THERE IS AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION OF THE PROVISIONAL OR INTERIM AUTHORITY, FROM WHICH THE PROCESS OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND ASSURANCES OF THE OBSERVANCE OF THE PEACE PROCESS SHOULD EVOLVE. AT THE PARIS CONFERENCE THE PARTIES CONCERNED DID NOT SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF RECONCILIATION; RATHER SUSPICION AND RIVALRY PREDOMINATED.


THE LACK OF SUCCESS SHOULD BE ATTRIBUTED AS MUCH TO THE ABSENCE OF POLITICAL WILL AND UNWILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE, AS TO FAILURE TO SUBORDINATE SECTIONAL INTERESTS TO GREATER NATIONAL INTERESTS. TESTING EACH OTHER’S STRENGTH IN THE BATTLEFIELD IN ORDER TO ARRIVE AT A SOLUTION IS A DIRE OPTION WHICH WOULD HAVE DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES. HOWEVER, DESPITE THE ABSENCE OF PROGRESS IN THE RECENT INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO RESOLVING THE LONG STANDING PROBLEM THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS. IT IS VITAL THAT WE   DO NOT ABANDON THAT COMMITMENT TO FINDING A PEACEFUL COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT.

MR. PRESIDENT, 


TODAY I HAVE POINTED OUT SOME AREAS WHERE SOME PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE AND WHERE DISPUTES COULD BE SETTLED PEACEFULLY THROUGH NEGOTIATION AND HAVE STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF PURSUING NEGOTIATION AS A BETTER MEANS OF ENDING CONFLICTS, THAN SETTLING THEM BY FORCE. WE ARE ALL AWARE OF THE ATTENDANT DIFFICULTIES. BUT IT IS OUR WISH THAT THIS OPTION OF SETTLING DISPUTES BY PEACEFUL MEANS SHOULD PREVAIL. AND SO WE CALL ON THE PARTIES CONCERNED TO SHOW THE NECESSARY POLITICAL WILL AND WE CALL ON ALL MEMBERS OF THIS BODY TO SUPPORT UNITED NATIONS’ EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THE PEACEFUL SOLUTION CONFLICTS WHEREVER THEY MAY OCCUR.

THANK YOU. 

