Young Armenian artist is a winner of a UN competition

The official ceremony of awarding the winners of the International Children’s Art Competition, organized by the Division for Social Policy and Development at the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations took place on October 17, 2007 at the Headquarters of the United Nations in New York. UN Undersecretary-General on Economic and Social Affairs Mr. Sha Zukang handed over the award certificates to the winners.

Among the six winners of the competition is Mariam Maroukian, a thirteen- year artist from Yerevan, whose design will be issued as a UN stamp in 2008. Mariam - an orphan living with her grandmother - is a student of Ms. Rusanna Akopian’s painting class from the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and the Armenian General Benevolent Union Nork Youth Center. 

Children from Armenia sent 471 entries to this competition, and as noted by the judges, these entries truly stood out among the others for their artistic quality and the attention to detail. 

The Permanent Mission of Armenia to the United Nations, which was informed by the organizers of the competition about the stunning success of the Armenian artist, appealed to the AGBU to help Mariam personally receive her well-deserved prize. Just as many times before the generous and unequivocal support of the AGBU, which took care of all the travel and accommodation expenses for Mariam and Ms. Akopian, made it possible for the young artist and her teacher to arrive to New York and receive the high award in person. Catholicos of all Armenians, His Holiness Garegin II and First Lady Mrs. Bella Kocharian have also partaken in the fate of the young talent, providing their good offices for the facilitation of the contingent legal issues.  This trip, which has become possible thanks to many compassionate and generous hearts, will, undoubtedly, become an unforgettable event in the life of Mariam Maroukian, her family, friends and teachers.

Another two Armenian children – Anahit Martirosyan and Lucine Nersisyan won merit certificates that were awarded to the best 20 designs. A Certificate of recognition was awarded to Ellada Khachatryan who was placed among the best 50 artists. 

All the above designs are displayed in a special exhibit at the United Nations to commemorate the International Day for the Eradication of poverty. 

Other notable designs from Armenia will be displayed at the UN website.

