Remarks by H.E. Ambassador Armen Martirosyan on the 40th Anniversary of the Consecration  of the Saint Vartan Cathedral, New York, 2008.

Your eminence, reverend clergy, ladies and gentlemen:

Let me start by telling you how pleased I am to be here today on this very remarkable event - the 40th Anniversary of the St. Vartan Cathedral. I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all members of the Armenian community on this happy and joyful occasion. 
As everybody else, I have my own recollections related to this Cathedral. After my assignment to the Armenian Mission to the UN, on the 3rd day upon my arrival to New York, I paid a courtesy visit to Arch. Barsamian. After a warm greeting he told me to feel at home at St. Vartan’s. These are commonly used words and sometimes we mention them out of respect rather than sincere feelings. However, very soon I realized those words of Arch. Barsamian were not a tribute to courtesy but the most sincere demonstration of the feelings that Archbishop, and also the parishioners of St. Vartan, have for Armenia and its official representatives. Indeed, it is very heartwarming for me and my family, and the staff members of our diplomatic mission to find our new home here, in such a vibrant community.  I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to each and every one of you for cordial hospitality offered to us and for your vigorous support.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Today’s event is also an opportunity to commend the wisdom and virtue of the founding fathers of the Cathedral, who in the gloomy days of WW II, in November 1942, came up with the idea to construct the Cathedral.  Their foresight and dedication followed by the generosity of the emerging Armenian community made it possible to erect in the heart of NYC the symbol of the Armenian faith. The descendants of those visionary men and women are here today with us, and I would like to pay a tribute to the memory of your fathers and grandfathers to whom we owe so much. 

While acquainting myself with the history of St.Vartan, I learned that in 1946 the Cathedral project committee decided on the suspension of the fund-raising campaign, in order to not jeopardize the “Repatriation to Armenia” campaign. This act of wisdom impressed me: what a sense of responsibility! Unselfish service to Armenia and its people has been among the major goals of St. Vartan Cathedral and its leaders from the very beginning of its history. After the devastating 1988 earthquake in Armenia, this Cathedral became the focal point of sympathy and compassion of the Armenian community of the United States, reaching out for those who were in grief in that dreadful tragedy. Responding to the call of hearts a group of dedicated persons established the Fund for Armenian Relief. Through the centuries, in the absence of the Armenian statehood, it was our Church that led and represented our people. And it is symbolical that when Armenia, after regaining her independence became a member of the UN, the St. Vartan  Cathedral hosted the diplomatic mission of new born Armenian state before the generous donation of Gevorg and Sirvart Hovnanian provided us with our own premise.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Cathedral is not about the building. According to the Oxford English dictionary a cathedral means “chief center of authority and teaching”. Hence, the cathedral is about the leadership and service. Having said “leadership” one does not assume the conventional meaning of this word, which relates to power, possession and position. First and foremost it is spiritual leadership which assumes a noble mission to serve. In modern society with the “me-first” mentality, acting as a servant is not a common notion. But let me quote a citation I came across: “Real servants don’t try to use God for their purposes. They let God use them for his purposes”. I believe that serving our community on this fundamental principle enabled the leaders of St. Vartan Cathedral to make it a genuine center for our community’s spiritual life spreading faith, hope and love. 
But community requires commitments. Commitment to support each other, commitment to forgive each other, commitment to speak the truth in love, commitment to admit our weaknesses, commitment to respect our differences and commitment to put  the group’s interest above the personal. This list is difficult to commit to. But the benefits of building such a community far outweigh the costs.  
Ladies and Gentlemen:

In addition to its direct duties of providing a spiritual and moral guidance,  the St. Vartan Cathedral under the leadership of His eminence Khajak Barsamian, today occupies its distinct place in the ongoing ecumenical dialogue among the different churches and confessions in the multicultural society of the US. This dialogue helps us to present, promote and if necessary to protect our national values and interests. Meanwhile, it enables us to learn and use the best practices of other cultures and confessions to sustain and expand the wealth of centuries-old Armenian heritage. 

 Dear friends,

The history of the St.Vartan Cathedral exemplifies the unbending will and moral strength of our compatriots, who happen to live far away from their Motherland, to withstand and overcome all difficulties and to maintain their spiritual values and national dignity. Once again I congratulate all of us on the occasion of the 40-th Anniversary of St.Vartan Cathedral and wish you all the success in the years to come for the benefit of our community and our Motherland.
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