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October 30, 2007

UNGA62 / SECOND COMMITTEE

Agenda item 54: Sustainable development, (i) promotion of new and renewable sources of energy

Statement by Ms. Lilit Toutkhalian, Minister Counsellor

Madam Chairperson,

Promotion of new and renewable sources of energy is vital for the Republic of Armenia - a small land-locked country, which does not have significant natural resources, such as coal, oil or gas. In 2005 the Government of Armenia adopted a strategy for energy security and independence, which identified the following main directions in the development of the energy sector: a) use of renewable or alternative sources of energy, b) use of nuclear energy, c) diversification of the sources of energy, as well as Armenia’s integration in the regional energy projects.

Although short of fossil fuels, Armenia has considerable resources of renewable energy sources such as hydropower, wind power and solar energy. To further promote the use of alternative energy, the Government of Armenia has created favorable conditions for its development such as tax and customs privileges for the import of the equipment for the construction of wind energy stations.

Currently Armenia possesses significant resources for the development of the wind power sector. To further reveal and utilize these resources the Ministry of Energy of Armenia with the technical assistance of the USAID, Armenian “Solaren” company and American National Laboratory for Renewable Energy have developed the “Map of Armenia’s Wind Power.” Preliminary results show that currently available wind power resources are sufficient to establish a wind power system, which can in total produce over 450 MegaWatt of energy. The project is to be implemented in the coming 15 years. 

Madam Chairperson, 

Armenia has also a great potential for the development of solar energy. One square meter of the horizontal territory of Armenia receives in annual average over 1720 of kiloWatt (for comparison, the European average is 1000 kiloWatt) of sunlight. Some parts of the territory of Armenia enjoy almost 2800 hours of sun per year, which is well above the European average. The use of solar energy for the production of thermo and electric power can substantially decrease the amount of imported energy supplies. Armenia has all the necessary preconditions such as experts and infrastructure to develop renewable energy use technologies. 

To promote the use and consolidation of alternative energy the Government of Armenia adopted energy related laws such as the “Law on Energy” and law on “Energy saving and renewable energy” as well as the Strategy of the development of the energy sector in Armenia. 

The mentioned above Strategy identifies the need in the coming 15-20 years to prioritize and use the potential of Armenia’s national resources of renewable energy, which can make over 5 billion KiloWatt with 4 billon of it coming from hydro energy sources.

Madam Chairperson,

With the assistance of donor organizations such the World Bank, EBRD, and USAID there was established the Fund for Energy Saving and Renewable Energy. The Board of Trustees headed by the Prime Minister of Armenia directs the Fund. For countries such as Armenia – with considerable resources of renewable energy but inadequate technological base, the transfer of relevant technologies, which are available in developed countries, will undoubtedly propel the whole sector to a new level. With this regard the financial assistance, technical support and expertise that can be provided by the United Nations, the UNDP, other agencies and programs is hardly to be overestimated. 

All the mentioned above and the realistic assessment of the potential of the renewable energy resources will eventually allow Armenia to provide for its energy needs from its own resources.

Thank you.
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