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UNGA62/ THIRD COMMITTEE

Agenda item 42: report of the UNHCR


 Statement by Mr. Ara Margarian, Counsellor 

Mr. Chairman,

Since the launch of its operations in Armenia the UNHCR, has been instrumental in assisting the Government in addressing the tremendous burden created by the inflow of over 400 000 refugees from Azerbaijan, and the big number of displaced population as a result of the earthquake. Joint projects carried out during those years have resulted in the total integration of the refugee population into the Armenian society through a very successful naturalization program. Currently, the UNHCR is finalizing the results of the survey carried out in the country aimed at assessing the situation with refugees in Armenia with the purpose of devising specific programs for the remaining refugee population that would allow bringing the issue to its effective closure. 

The UNHCR office has been very helpful in analyzing the asylum legislation and devising a new draft together with the Migration Agency this year. The draft is currently undergoing a final expertise to be submitted for adoption to the Government.

Another issue that urges for a targeted assistance from the international community is the IDP population in Armenia from the border regions as a result of the conflict in Nagorno Karabagh. During the recent visit of Mr. Kalin to Armenia an extensive discussion was carried out with him on the issue. The programs that could be implemented through the UNHCR would enable Armenia to graduate from the list of countries with IDPs. 

The security situation in Iraq has not left Armenia immune from the plight of the population there. For the last year we have seen an inflow of Iraqi Armenians that have turned for refuge and help to their motherland. The dire conditions in which they had to leave Iraq have left them without any means for sustenance thus turning them into an extremely vulnerable group in need of urgent assistance. 

In this respect, we would like to express our appreciation for the decision passed by the Central Emergency Response Fund almost a week ago to allocate 300 000 USD upon request by the UNHCR office in Armenia for the winterization needs of those Iraqis that have found refuge in Armenia. With the participation of private partners, we would be able to provide for the needs of those that have already received temporary asylum for four months starting from November. 

We positively look forward to the support from UNHCR for 2008, as well as to donor countries that have expressed interest in, for finding durable solutions for this group of people in Armenia.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

 ARMENIA








PAGE  
2

