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Agenda item 58: Eradication of poverty

Statement by Ms. Lilit Toutkhalian, Minister Counsellor

Madam Chairperson,

In 2000 the Republic of Armenia joined the Declaration on Millennium Development Goals and together with other developing countries pledged to incorporate the MDGs in its long-term strategic development plans, also taking advantage of the unprecedented economic growth to create clear-cut national programs for human development.  

Toward that end in August, 2003 the Government of Armenia adopted a Strategic Plan for the Reduction of Poverty. Since the Strategic Plan incorporates all the objectives set in MDGs, it has actually become a vehicle for their promotion and implementation.

An important component of the Plan on Reduction of Poverty is the cutback of extreme poverty. The Government of Armenia set a goal to overcome this debasing state of affairs by 2015, and to reduce poverty in the country down to 4.6%. We believe that through greater efforts and hard work this goal is achievable, since recently conducted research by international financial institutions, including IMF, revealed that some objectives set for 2009 were actually met in Armenia already in 2005. 

Madam Chairperson, 

A continuous and stable economic growth, stability at the labor market and sound increase of salaries, as well as growing allocations for the pension fund and other social subsidies of the last 5 years, combined with the steady flow of private transfers from abroad have provided for an observable reduction of poverty in Armenia. In the last two years extreme poverty in Armenia has been reduced by 2%, while poverty has been reduced by almost 5%. According to Human Development Index Armenia’s ranking is the highest in the region. However, the application of Gini index in Armenia reveals that income disparity in Armenia is still an acute problem. Accomplishments are humble and there is still much to be done through the improvement of institutions and equal distribution of opportunities. 

Inadequate health care is an inseparable part of poverty, and it is in that context that the Government of Armenia views as imperatives the reduction of infant and maternal death levels and general improvement of public health. We are contented to report that infant and maternal deaths in Armenia show positive signs of decline. Even though their average number is still higher than that in Eastern Europe, it is significantly lower compared to the other states of the region and beyond. Further health improvement of the population is being achieved through mandatory and free vaccination of the infants and schoolchildren, subsidized annual check ups for women, and free ambulatory and hospital care for senior citizens.

Creation of similar conditions for the disabled persons is a pending issue on the Government’s agenda.

The role of education in the eradication of poverty is hardly to be overestimated. Not a single child in Armenia must be left behind because of poverty. While currently we have been able to provide elementary education for all children of our country, fully cognizant of the necessity to move forward, the Government of Armenia in its Poverty Reduction Plan has envisaged achieving the universal assess to basic, i.e. at least middle-school education by 2015. 

Madam Chairperson, 

One of many challenges facing Armenia, which is common for all developing countries, is disparity between and unequal development of the capital of Armenia and her regions. That is why the rural development has been put high on the agenda of the Armenian Government. A special attention in the rural areas is being paid to gender equality in access to financing and, particularly, micro-credits. To boost rural growth the Government has launched a number of programs aimed at the creation in all the rural areas of the adequate infrastructure, schools and hospitals. The involvement of international organizations, bilateral cooperation and invaluable support of the Armenian Diaspora allow to speak today of a modest but still success. What once started with the remodelling of just one village today encompasses simultaneous reconstruction of the clusters of villages, which has substantially propelled the whole process forward. 

Selected as a partner of the American Millennium Challenge Corporation, in 2005 Armenia signed a compact with the MCC. The Government of Armenia in close cooperation with the MCC experts and active involvement of Diaspora has developed an ambitious project of covering the rural Armenia with a net of roads, modern infrastructure, schools and health care facilities.

Madam Chairperson, 

We are confident that good governance, further promotion and protection of human rights and significant investment in human capital by our own government can and will become a powerful impetus for the international donors, including UNDP, World Bank, IMF, World Health Organizations, FAO and many others for further assisting Armenia in its efforts to eradicate poverty. 

Thank you.
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