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October 10, 2005

UNGA 60 / Sixth committee
Agenda item 108: Measures to eliminate international terrorism

Statement by Ms. Dziunik aghajanian, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Mr. Chairman, 

As this is the first time my delegation is taking the floor during this session, let me congratulate you on your election as the Chairman of the Sixth Committee and assure you of the full cooperation of my delegation for the successful outcome of our work. 

Mr. Chairman, 

I would like to extend my delegation’s most sincere condolences to Indonesia and Egypt that suffered loss of innocent life as a result of terrorist bombings on their territories. These and the terrorist attacks during the last year in Beslan, Russia, and London, UK, this summer once again demonstrated the need for continued and concerted efforts on behalf of the international community to combat this global scourge. It once again vividly demonstrated that no nation is immune from this scourge. 

As a global threat, terrorism must be addressed by a broad international cooperation where measures at the national level are complemented and supported by effective regional and international cooperation. It is imperative now, after the adoption of the Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, which Armenia signed during the Summit, to conclude the negotiations on the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism during the 60th Session of the General Assembly, as mandated by the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Armenia resolutely condemns terrorism and terrorist acts and is fully committed to international fight against them. My country has offered its military and strategic assistance in this respect and has signed and is implementing the UN and Council of Europe anti-terrorism conventions. We successfully cooperate with the Security Council Counter Terrorism Committee established under resolution 1373 to combat terrorism. We have also started our work with the 1540 Committee and have already presented our first report to it. We are currently awaiting the responses from the Committee. 

Armenia successfully cooperates within the CIS as well, in the framework of the three agreements addressing terrorism. We had our significant contribution in the creation of the Anti-Terrorism Center of the CIS participating States and its database. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Prevention would best characterize the efforts by the Armenian Government in the fight against terrorism. Given its multidimensional character, special emphasis is made to improve the national legislation to better address the possible threats of arms smuggling, trafficking and money laundering. In April 2005, the Law of the Republic of Armenia in the Fight Against Terrorism entered into force. According to the Law, the main principles of the fight against terrorism in the Republic should be, among others, legitimacy, prevalence of preventive measures, complex use of preventive, legal, political, socio-economic and promotional means. 

The Law of the Republic of Armenia on Combating Legalization of Proceeds of Crime (Money Laundering) entered into force in December 2004. It aims to complement the Armenian Laws on “Bank and Banking” and “Credit Organizations” with respect to financing of terrorism. 

A legislative cornerstone in setting the legal foundations for combating terrorism is the Criminal Code of Armenia that was passed last year. Several articles in the Code directly deal with terrorism. Article 217 defines terrorism and, as a criminal offence, stipulates up to life imprisonment for it. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Whatever the causes, the actions of terrorists can never be justified. And we should always remember that there is nothing inherent in any religion or civilization that generates terrorism. 

However illegitimate terrorism is, the multiplicity of the root causes in their entirety must be addressed for anti-terrorism efforts to have a greater chance for success and to be more effective. A lot has been done, yet the challenge remains to collectively and individually undertake measures to change policies that victimize vulnerable populations. Such victims often become easy recruits for terrorist organizations. 

The United Nations should multiply its efforts in the fields of economic development and poverty eradication, since these are strategic battlefields in the war against terror. Crafting and implementing policies based on the promotion of and respect for human rights, international law, and sustainable development would probably make the world a lot safer place.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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