Thank you Mr. President. 
Dear Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all I want to thank the distinguished representative of United States for his statement delivered on behalf of OSCE Minsk group Co-chairs. Armenia along with Co-chairs will also vote against this draft resolution. And we do so for a number of reasons.

First, it is unprecedented that there is a resolution on the floor, which is put to a vote without any consultations held among the parties concerned. Without discussions and deliberations this or any resolution cannot be implemented. Thus, the way this resolution got to the floor cynically ignored the fundamental principles of this and every other international organization.  

This leads me to the second point: the purpose of the drafters was never to encourage or facilitate discussion. It is simply a way for Azerbaijan to get a piece of paper where their wishful and unrealistic outcomes are listed. If the intention truly was to contribute to the success of the ongoing negotiations, Azerbaijan would put its energy and seriousness into the existing OSCE Minsk Group negotiation format, rather than trying to move the issue into this forum.

After Azerbaijan militarized this conflict 20 years ago, there was a full-scale war between that country and Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh. There were thousands dead, nearly one million refugees and lost territories on both sides. Today, there is a self-maintained ceasefire and negotiations under the auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group. Despite this and other attempts by Azerbaijan to divert from the peace process, these negotiations are indeed moving forward. There is now a negotiating document on the table that addresses all fundamental issues and the future status of Nagorno-Karabagh foremost among them. The last version of the document was presented to the sides at the OSCE Ministerial in Madrid, by France, Russia and the US just four months ago. 

Yet, Azerbaijan risks sabotaging this process by presenting a draft that ignores agreed arrangements and existing realities.

This draft is counterproductive.

It calls for immediate and unconditional withdrawal of armed forces. If Azerbaijan is truly concerned with the peace and security in the region I`m wondering what is their opinion for the security vacuum that will be created afterward? Who will be responsible for the security of the population of Nagorno-Karabagh, whose life and existence today depend on a fragile ceasefire, which in the absence of international cover is safeguarded by those very armed forces?

The draft calls for self-governance within Azerbaijan. This became impossible 20 years ago, it is not possible today. Does someone really believe that there can be a return to a situation where the security of the Armenian minority is clearly endangered? The international community has demonstrated that it understands this, in various ethnic conflicts around the world. The Government of Azerbaijan forfeited its right to govern people it considered its own citizens, when it unleashed a war against them 20 years ago. Armenians will not return to such a situation. And I fully agree with the distinguished representative of Uganda who stated that Azerbaijan is a victim. But Azerbaijan is a victim of its own policy. 
The draft asks for commitment by the parties to humanitarian law. And what about a commitment to non-use of force, a commitment to peaceful resolution of disputes, a commitment to all other provisions of the Helsinki Final Act? 

The draft talks about territories and refugees. How are those consequences of the conflict to be resolved if the original cause of the conflict is not addressed? Refugees and territories are problems created by Azerbaijan who unleashed a savage war against people it claims to be its own citizens. Only when the initial cause is resolved, will the fate of their territories and ours, their refugees and ours, only then will it be put right.
Mr. President,

The statement delivered by the representative of Pakistan on behalf of OIC compels me to make some comments. I don’t need to say that Armenians have had a long and deep relationship with the members of the OIC, with some of them even warmer than that of our neighbor Azerbaijan. That so many respected members of this organization today are being misinformed and misled by Azerbaijan is truly vexing.

If members of that organization believe it is their duty to stand with Azerbaijan on this resolution, that is their decision, however, it is my responsibility to set the record straight for those who will judge this resolution on its merits.

Since we’re diplomats, I will only use the words ‘flawed’ and ‘misleading’ to describe the statement presented on behalf of the OIC. Let me read from the negotiating document as it was presented to us in Madrid by no less than the foreign ministers of France and Russia, and the Deputy Sec of State of the US – 

“Referring to the provisions of the Declaration on Principles guiding relations between OSCE participating states of the Final Act of the Helsinki Conferenc, in particular to Article II, on refraining from the threat or use of force, and Article IV, related to the territorial integrity of states, and to Article VIII related to the equal rights and self-determination of peoples….”

That is how the document begins. The 3 page document is based on three basic principles – a plebiscite to be conducted by the people of Nagorno Karabakh to determine their own status, elimination of all the consequences of the conflict including refugees and territories, and security provisions to guarantee full implementation of the agreement. 

These foundational principles have been agreed upon. It is only the details and modalities that are still being negotiated. What is clear is that there is a process that acknowledges that the final resolution must be arrived at by agreement of all the sides, and not by an arbitrary resolution that simply represents the desires of one side.
Mr. President,

I want to make a few comments on the statement of Ukrainian delegation, who has mentioned the Kosovo precedent. To our understanding Kosovo has nothing to do with Nagorno Karabagh conflict and with other conflicts as well. Indeed, we have an interest in Kosovo precedent, we have curiosity but we have never exploited that issue. Moreover, if the international community feels the need, there are other ways to address this, perhaps even through an appropriate UN resolution, and Armenia is prepared to participate in those processes.    

Dear Colleagues,
This draft is a wasted attempt to predetermine the outcome of the peace talks. That is not how responsible members of the international community are expected to conduct the difficult but rewarding mission of bringing peace and stability to our peoples, our regions and the world. 

The co-chairs, the fair-minded and responsible mediators in this conflict have found this resolution DOES NOT help the peace talks. I ask you not to support Armenia but to follow their lead.  I ask that you do not support this resolution.

I thank you.
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