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October 31, 2005

40th Plenary Meeting of the Sixtieth Session

Agenda item 84: Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency
Statement by H.E. Mr. Armen Martirosyan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Mr. President, 

At the forefront, I would like to join the others in congratulating Dr. Mohamed El-Baradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, for the award of the Nobel Peace Prize for 2005 to the Agency and to him. I thank him also for the comprehensive Annual report on the work done in 2005 and commend his and the Agency’s tireless efforts in fulfilling its mandate in a very challenging international environment. On behalf of my Government, I would like to express our readiness for continued full cooperation with the IAEA and its leadership. 

Mr. President, 

The discourse over the deterrent aspect of the nuclear weapons has been fueled by new developments in the last several years and has raised numerous questions over the correctness of these perceptions. The rise of terrorism has further questioned these perceptions, as nuclear deterrence is clearly ineffective against such groups. These events have made it clear that present nuclear-arms-control regime needs a fresher look and approach to address these rising challenges to the overall global system of security. The existing loopholes in the non-proliferation regime allow for the state and non-state actors to abuse the system despite the promises for peaceful use of nuclear materials. Complicating the situation is the fact that effective control over the access to nuclear-weapon technologies has grown increasingly more and more difficult given the thin line between the technical barriers to designing the weapons and the processing phases. In this respect we would like to once again welcome the adoption by this august body of the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, which my Prime Minister signed on behalf of the Armenian Government during the 2005 Summit. 

Mr. President, 

The International Atomic Energy Agency plays an important role in ensuring that nuclear technologies and materials are used for peaceful purposes only. As a non-nuclear-weapon state and Party to the NPT, Armenia attaches great importance to Agency’s activities on further improvement of the non-proliferation regime and nuclear verification. In this respect, we would like to stress the importance of IAEA’s safeguards system and the need to undertake further steps to reinforce it. Last year Armenia ratified the Additional Protocol to the Safeguards Agreement, once again demonstrating its serious approach to the cooperation with the Agency. As we have stated during the 7th NPT Review Conference, Armenia supports the IAEA’s Director General’s suggestion to acknowledge that the Additional Protocol is an integral part of Agency’s safeguards in every country party to the NPT.
I would like to use this opportunity to express our deep satisfaction with the cooperation of my country with the IAEA. We have been cooperating in several fields since 1995. Among them a major priority is given to nuclear safety and verification. Driving from the conviction that safeguards promote greater confidence among states, Armenia has been receiving inspections, on average more than 30 missions per year, from IAEA since signing the Agreement between the Republic of Armenia and the IAEA for “The Application of Safeguards in Connection with Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapon” in 1993. The inspection results effectively demonstrate that Armenia fulfills the commitments envisaged in the agreement and zero discrepancy has been fixed from the day one on declared and inspected nuclear materials, thus putting to rest over and over again all kinds of unsubstantiated and absurd allegations towards my country that are tempted to be presented by some of our neighbors from time to time. As a result of our cooperation, the Armenian Nuclear Power Plant succeeded in significantly upgrading its safety. 

Mr. President, 

The national legislation of Armenia in the field of peaceful use of nuclear energy is improving constantly due to the adoption of a number of reform initiatives on the respective National Law. The reforms are mainly targeted at the upgrading of the safety and security of our Nuclear Power Plant and the verification regime. In the same vein, Armenia has signed the Final Act of the Amendments to the Convention on Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, the ratification of which is underway. The Physical protection of the Nuclear Power plant is a priority area for our Government. Last year we have accepted the IPPAS (International Physical Protection Advisory Service) mission and are expecting its report by the end of this year. By the end of 2005 Armenia is going to host another important mission from OSART (Operational Safety Assessment Review Team), the report of which will be finalized in 2006. 

Recently, Armenia presented its National Report to the 3rd Review Meeting on Convention on Nuclear Safety and responded to about 100 questions raised by other Contracted Parties. In the final Summary report Armenia was commended for its open and transparent collaboration with IAEA and was encouraged to further continue to upgrade the nuclear safety of the Armenian Nuclear Power Plant. 

Mr. President, 

Nuclear energy is very important for Armenia as it supplies about 40 percent of its energy needs. Armenia was forced to restart the Nuclear Power Plant in 1995 because of the continued blockade against it and the unresolvedness of the conflicts in the region with ensuing unstable situation. It had negatively affected the supply of gas for thermopower stations. Hence, being an energy security issue, it greatly impacts the overall security of the country. The energy demand in Armenia continues to increase as a result of the double-digit economic growth registered in the republic for the last five years. Therefore, it is not coincidental that the possibility of the construction of a new nuclear power plant is being considered seriously in the country. In this regard, we thank the Director-General for his promised assistance during his recent visit to Armenia in carrying out a feasibility study for its construction. It should be noted that this intention is fully in line with the conclusions of the International Ministerial Conference in Paris. Moreover, we consider a new nuclear power plant to be of a regional significance as well, as it could supply energy to those neighboring countries with shortage of electricity. 

Mr. President, 

All these successes would have been hard to achieve if it were not for the cooperation with other member states on bilateral basis. I would simply like to use this opportunity to express our gratitude to those countries that are providing the Armenian Nuclear Power Plant and the Regulatory Authority with continuous and substantial assistance. 

Thank you. 
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