Distinguished Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

For me it is a great honor to speak at this high-level meeting on behalf of the Republic of Armenia. I would like to express hope that this meeting will raise on a qualitatively new level the global cooperation under UN aegis in order to overcome the most painful heritage of the past century – HIV/AIDS.

Armenia aligns itself to the statement made earlier by Slovenia on behalf of the European Union.

The Republic of Armenia, through joining the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS in 2001 and Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS in 2006, has strengthened political commitment on HIV/AIDS based on the fundamental understanding of a special responsibility of the Government and the nongovernmental sector for the future and well-being of the population of Armenia. 

Within the UNAIDS “Three Ones Key Principles” an agreed HIV/AIDS action framework is already functioning and a National coordination authority has already been established.

In 2007 the Government of Armenia approved the second 5-year National Programme on the Response to HIV Epidemic. The Programme implementation is coordinated by the Country Coordination Mechanism with broad participation of main stake-holders from governmental, non-governmental, international sectors, as well as people living with the disease. In the process of realization of the National Programme the monitoring of indicators is being conducted, including also the key indicators, set by the UNGASS Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS in 2001. The process for the establishment of one agreed country level National Monitoring and Evaluation System has already started. 

Mr. Chair,

The commitments undertaken by the Government of Armenia, have changed radically the conceptual approaches towards HIV prevention during the recent five years. Staged introduction of education programmes on forming safer behaviour is being carried out in secondary schools. Risk-and harm- reduction programmes have been introduced among populations most-at-risk, which allowed reducing HIV spread among the key vulnerable groups, raising their level of knowledge, making their behaviour safer and providing wide access to prevention means and information for all target populations and first of all for those who are mostly exposed to the risk. 

Thus, HIV prevalence among Injecting Drug Users reduced from 9.3% to 6.8% in 2005-2007, and among sex workers it was maintained at the same level - under 2%. The level of knowledge among Injecting Drug Users increased from 60% to 68% within 2 years, among sex workers - from 49% to 54% and among Men having sex with men - from 54% to 74%.
The Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria is providing unique support to the process of implementation of National AIDS Programme, which is being realized for the fifth year in a row and due to which significant national capacity was built, strong national response was formed and ARV treatment became available for all those in need. Currently, 90 patients with HIV/AIDS receive antiretroviral therapy and 285 are under the follow-up. All of HIV diagnosed pregnant women were provided with Prevention of mother to child HIV transmission services in recent 4 years. Further scaling up of those activities would allow reaching universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. Additionally, the original medicine, developed by the group of scientists in Armenia, possesses immunomodulatory and antiviral activity that improves considerably patients’ quality of life, recreates their capacity for work and brings them back to active lifestyle.   
Mr. Chair,

By joining the Millennium Declaration Armenia committed itself to incorporating the Millennium Development Goals into the national long-term polices and plans, and to introducing sustainable strategies and programs for integrating economic growth and human development. Through broad consultations Armenia has adopted the MDGs and developed a national MDG framework incorporating nationalized targets and indicators for 2015. One of the targets in the national MDG framework is: “Haltering by 2015 and starting to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS” with relevant set of indicators for monitoring of achievements.
Thus, implementation of the ongoing National AIDS Programme would contribute to achievement of universal access towards HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, care and support in Armenia by 2010. We are hopeful that such institutions as the Global Fund, UN agencies, multi-lateral and other technical partners would play an active role in the support of the National AIDS Programme realization, without which it would hardly be possible to achieve the universal access targets in Armenia. 

Concluding my address, I would like to express our conviction that this High-Level Meeting on AIDS would promote achieving universal access to HIV/AIDS-related prevention, treatment, care and support worldwide.  

Thank you for your attention.
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