“ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE: 

THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE WORLD AT WORK


February 12, 2008

STATEMENT BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA TO THE UNITED NATIONS,

AMBASSADOR ARMEN MARTIROSYAN
Please check against delivery

Mr. President,

Distinguished colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

For many years the climate change was a remote topic, a theoretical issue, which, even if somewhat alarming, was not perceived a vitally threatening problem. Nowadays the situation has changed, and noticeable transformations in the global climate have translated into a critical issue, which commands immediate attention. An “awareness rising” campaign, which is being conducted with the active participation of the UN leadership, former and present political leaders, as well as the celebrities, has yielded its results: It is clear that real threat-adequate and urgent measures are required.

The Republic of Armenia is a party-signatory of the Kyoto Protocol and as such it has its share of responsibilities. After the ratification of the Convention in May of 1993 Armenia has undertaken a number of steps to contribute to the international efforts to mitigate the possible dire consequences of the process.

In the framework of the UNDP sponsored project “Armenia – Country Study of Climate change” since 1997 in Armenia has been functioning the Climate Change Information Center with the main goal of strengthening the Information Center of the Armenian Ministry of Nature Protection. The Information Center, with its state-of-art equipment, accumulates and updates periodically the information on the climate change issues. The implementation of the project is directed at identifying and creating connections to both national and international sources of information, which would lead to knowledge sharing and prevention of duplication of efforts. 

After the ratification of the Convention, Armenian delegations participated to 13 climate-related conferences, worked at the sessions of the permanent auxiliary bodies of the Convention. The Armenian experts partook also in the activities of the intergovernmental groups of climate change experts. Back in 2004 the Republic of Armenia adopted a plan of action to fulfill our obligations stemming from the Convention. For the Fourth Conference Armenia developed and presented to the member states its first national report regarding the climate change. 

It has been estimated that as a result of global climate changes in 2100 the average air temperature in Armenia will rise by 1.7 C, and the precipitation on the territory of Armenia will decrease by about 10%. These developments would adversely affect not only the climate-dependent sectors but also the entire economy of our country. The consequences may be even worse: under the projected change of climatic characteristics, the efficient cultivation in Armenian can be reduced by 8-14%. It will intensify desertification, which by now has become a burning issue. This data serves the purpose of showing our colleagues here that Armenia is taking climate changes very seriously and is committed to work on the national and international levels as hard as necessary to mitigate the negative processes. 

Armenia, as a developing country, is not included in the Annex I of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, and has no obligations for greenhouse gas emission reduction. However, within the corresponding mechanisms for the implementation of the Convention and with adequate international assistance, Armenia is ready to voluntarily undertake obligations for their limitation. 

On a more practical side Armenia has been undertaking also a number of projects and one of them is a large-scale the “Energy efficiency in urban heating and hot water supply systems” project. The project is based on the strategy developed in the first national report and is aimed at the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, Armenia is implementing the Energy Master Plan developed up to 2010, and the emission limitation strategy is based on the principle provisions of that Master Plan. 

As a member of international community and of this organization, Armenia is ready to bring its contribution to the global efforts to make our planet Earth a better and a safer place to live for generations to come.

Thank you.

