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December 13, 2005

General Committee
4th Meeting

Request for the inclusion of an additional item (A/60/234*)

Statement by H.E. Mr. Armen Martirosyan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Mr. President, 

Last fall a new agenda item was introduced into the agenda of the General Assembly under the guise of urgency with no factual evidence to prove it. My delegation, among many others, spoke against it.

Now once again, a similar attempt is being made to introduce an item into the agenda of the General Assembly under the pretext of urgency without due and substantive justification for it. At a time when the General Assembly is embarked on an extensive revitalization process with a focus on making its work more efficient and effective, through a streamlined agenda as well, the General Committee is put in a situation when it has to decide on an inclusion of a new item under Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure which does not in any way fully satisfy the requirements of the said rule. 

According to Rule 15 of the GA Rules of Procedure, only an item of an important AND URGENT character can be introduced into the agenda at this time. There is no urgent situation, which justifies the GUAM delegations’ letter requesting inclusion of a new item in the agenda of 60th Session of the General Assembly. The Explanatory Memorandum attached to the request does not provide factual information of any kind, and certainly not of an “urgent character.” 

Firstly, there have not been any drastic or unexpected developments in the area under discussion that would entail any exacerbation of the situation with ensuing consequences for the region. Moreover, there have been no developments on the ground of an urgent nature, as required by Rule 15 that would call for heightened attention from the General Assembly. 

Secondly, the agenda item intends to deal, in a blanket approach, with four different conflicts, which all have different genesis, historical and legal backgrounds, and the negotiation processes for all four of them are at different stages. The negotiation process of the Nagorno Karabagh conflict is well underway and the parties are working together with the mediators to find durable solutions. Contrary to the claims of the authors of the initiative that the international mediation has yielded no results, the recent statement of the OSCE Ministerial Council in Ljubljana on the 6th of December took note “with satisfaction of the progress in the Nagorno Karabagh negotiations through the “Prague Process” in 2005” and expressed the belief that “the Parties are now poised to make the transition from negotiation to decision.”

Thirdly, while recalling the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the authors of the initiative fail to affirm all these principles thus creating a legal imbalance. The Explanatory memorandum does not contain any reference to the universally recognized fundamental and inalienable right of peoples to self-determination the affirmation of which is crucial in conflict resolution. 

And lastly, introduction of a new agenda item in contradiction to the explicit requirements of the Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly stipulating for the full satisfaction of the conditions of the above-mentioned rule is unacceptable as it sets dangerous precedent for the violation of the well-established and respected procedures of this universal body. 

Mr. President, 

In fact, what this initiative attempts to do, is to create parallel processes to the ones already existing within the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. Armenia views this initiative as another demonstration of the continued effort by Azerbaijan to predetermine the outcome of the peace negotiations within the Minsk Group of the OSCE, including the status of Nagorno Karabagh.

While Armenia recognizes the right of any Member State to propose any item for the inclusion in the agenda of the General Assembly, it does not consider abuse of Rule 15 and introduction of a new agenda item in clear violation of its requirements acceptable. 

Since there is no sound and substantiated information provided to convince that the issue deserves an urgent consideration, therefore it does not fulfill the requirements of Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure. Henceforth, my delegation would call on all member states in the Committee to take action against the request by GUAM to include this new agenda item and asks for a vote on the issue. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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