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September 11, 2006

100th Plenary Meeting

Agenda item 40: The situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan

Explanation of position by Ms. Dziunik AGHAJANIan, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Mr. President, 

Armenia disassociates itself from the consensus on the decision to transfer the consideration of the agenda item 40 to the 61st session of the General Assembly. 

Almost two years ago this item was introduced into the agenda of the General Assembly under the guise of urgency. At the time, Armenia unequivocally opposed its introduction stating clearly that all allegations levied against Armenia are false and unsubstantiated. Armenia’s statement was proven accurate after the dispatch of an OSCE fact-finding mission to the region. 

Armenia has always been and is committed to the negotiations within the OSCE Minsk Group and stands ready to work constructively with the Co-Chairs, France, Russia and the United States, towards a comprehensive solution to the Nagorno Karabagh conflict. We believe that the OSCE Minsk Group is the most effective framework to deal with the Nagorno Karabagh conflict. 

Armenia has stated previously that it is opposed to any motion that would divert the peace process from its tracks and even create parallel processes. In this regard it is with sadness that we register a futile effort by Azerbaijan, our negotiating partners, to keep an agenda item alive, through transfer to the 61st session, which is both pointless and counterproductive. 

We remind the General Assembly that Armenia, in negotiating on behalf of Nagorno Karabagh within the OSCE Minsk Group framework, does so because Azerbaijan refuses to negotiate directly with the authorities of Nagorno Karabagh. Any Azerbaijani exploitation of this fact in international organizations will result in Armenia’s disengagement from the negotiations process.

Mr. President, 

Armenia was against the inclusion of the item  “The situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan” in the agenda of the 59th Session. Armenia was against the transfer of this agenda item to the 60th session. Hence, Armenia disassociates itself from the decision to transfer the agenda item 40 on “The situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan” to the 61st session of the General Assembly. 

I would like to request that this statement be included in the records of this meeting. 

Thank you, Mr. President.
 ARMENIA








