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October 13, 2006

UNGA 61 / Sixty-first committee
Agenda item 100: Measures to eliminate international terrorism

Statement by Ms. Dziunik aghajanian, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Mr. Chairman, 

As this is the first time my delegation is taking the floor during this session, I would like to join the previous speakers in congratulating you on your election as the Chairman of the Sixth Committee and assure you of my delegation’s full cooperation for the successful outcome of our work. 

Mr. Chairman, 

This year, like the previous ones, was not exempt from terrorist acts that claimed the lives of many innocent people. These acts once again demonstrated vividly that uprooting of this global scourge would require continuous, tireless and persistent efforts on behalf of the world community on all levels- national, regional and international. Only through concerted efforts can we make sure that 9/11 can never be repeated in any part of the world. 

The international community was unequivocal in condemning those acts in the harshest terms. The international community was unanimous in adopting this year the Global Counter-terrorism strategy, which would address the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism. It had an emphasis on solving social and economic problems not to allow for those grievances to become fertile recruiting grounds for the masterminds of terrorism. It is through enhanced national capabilities in all areas of the fight against terrorism, combined with consistent regional policies and practices that we can increase the effectiveness of our fight against this scourge both on regional and international levels. Any loopholes and inconsistencies in our policies would render our efforts vulnerable and insufficient. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Armenia has always condemned resolutely terrorism and terrorist acts in all its manifestations. We are fully committed to international fight against it. My country utilizes all existing bilateral, regional and international capabilities to enhance its capacities in the fight against terrorism. Armenia is party to almost all the UN and Council of Europe anti-terrorism conventions. The International Convention on the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, signed in 2005 at the World Summit, is in the process of ratification. 

Our cooperation in this area within regional organizations, such as the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization (BSEC) is extensive. We see it as a crucial element in making the fight against terrorism more encompassing and comprehensive. Armenia is currently in the process of ratification of the “Additional Protocol on Combating Terrorism to the Agreement among the Governments of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Participating States on Combating Crime in Particular in its Organized Forms.”

The Armenian law-enforcement agencies undertake operative preventive “arsenal measures” both on the territory of the Republic and within the framework of the CIS. The “Border-Barrier” special initiative is aimed at preventing and revealing groups involved in organized crime, terrorist and extremist groupings, as well as cases of illicit trafficking of arms, armaments and vehicles. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Armenia successfully cooperates with the Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee established under resolution 1373 and the 1540 Committee. We have already submitted our second report to the latter and our annual report on the Implementation of the Declaration on Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism. The visit of the group of experts from the 1373 Committee in the summer of 2006 was extremely useful in discussing the possibilities for enhanced capacity-building in Armenia in this area. 

Armenia believes that prevention is the best defense against the spread of this scourge, which would also undercut the foundations for recruiting under any pretext. Through education and awareness-raising, as well as improved legislation and its implementation mechanisms we can multiply the effectiveness of our efforts. In this respect we pay great attention to the training and re-training of the officials working in ministries and agencies dealing with anti-terrorism, and we would like to express our gratitude to the United States and other partner countries in assisting us to this end. 

Mr. Chairman,  

The international community is united in stating that nothing can justify a terrorist act. However, we still remain to be united in the understanding that we need to do our utmost to change the policies that victimize vulnerable populations who most often become easy recruits for terrorist organizations. The multiplicity of the root causes must be addressed in their entirety for anti-terrorism efforts to have a greater chance for success and to be more effective. We hope that the Global Anti-terrorism strategy will help us do just that. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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