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January 19, 2006

Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 
2006 Regular Session

1st Meeting

Statement by Ms. Dziunik Aghajanian, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Madame Chairperson, 

At the outset I would like to join the others in congratulating you upon the assumption of the Chairmanship of the Committee and wish you and the Bureau successful outcome of the session. I would also like to assure you of my delegation’s full cooperation with you in that regard. 

Madame Chairperson, 

The application for a consultative status for the Association “For Sustainable Human Development” is put for consideration today before the Committee on Non-governmental Organizations. The Association is an Armenian NGO that has done an outstanding work in the country through advocacy of principles of sustainable development and sound policies for environmental protection. The scope of its activities is not limited to the national level and extends to the whole of the South Caucasus region. 

Since its establishment in 1996, it has been very active in the field of sustainable human development. It has carried out an extensive work during the time of its existence, which is detailed in their application. Yet my delegation would like to briefly touch upon some of the aspects of their work thus giving you the highlights. For all the past years the Association had actively participated in the elaboration of the Human Development Report for Armenia published by UNDP. The Association was the lead organization in the project “Sustainable Cities in the South Caucasus Region” during which the “Guidelines on Local Agenda 21 for the cities in countries in transition” was developed. It also helped develop the indicators and the index of sustainable human development, which is being used by the government agencies in their work. In recognition of its leading role in the country, the Association was invited by the UNDP to draft the country report on Millennium Development Goals in 2002. In 2003 it has assisted in preparation of the strategy on environmental governance for the UN Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), and the National Environmental Report-2002. It has participated in the “Rio+5”/ at the national level/ and “Rio+10” at national, regional and international levels. During this process the Association, in collaboration with the experts from non-governmental sector and academic circles, prepared the NGO Assessment Report for the WSSD / World Summit on Sustainable Development/ and the non-governmental Concept of Sustainable Development of the Republic of Armenia. From 2001-2005 it participated in the World Bank Projects on Sustainable Forest Management. 

Public awareness-raising is another important area of its activities. Since 1999, the Association has been actively involved in the organization of seminars, workshops, conferences and a summer school for children dedicated to the Earth Charter. It had organized a number of round-tables for government agencies and in local communities. In 2001 it established and since then is leading the Regional Information Center on Sustainable Development for the South Caucasus. 

In carrying out its activities the Association “For Sustainable Human Development” closely cooperates with a number of regional and international organizations, UNDP and OSCE in particular. The Association is a member of the Steering Committees on Climate change Convention and has supported Global Environmental Fund Projects and European Union Projects. It has assisted in the preparation of national reports for the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs conferences and has served as UNEP National Committee since 2001.

The Association has participated in the Johannesburg Summit. As such and according to 2003 UN Committee on Sustainable Development decision, and the Council resolution 1996/31, it is encouraged to obtain a consultative status with the ECOSOC. As an acknowledgement of the contribution that the Association “For Sustainable Human Development” has made in the development of the civil society in Armenia, the Government of Armenia gladly supports their application and would call on all the members of the Committee to grant it a consultative status in recognition of their work carried out so far and in encouragement to continue with a heightened zeal and enthusiasm. 

Thank you, Madame Chairperson. 
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