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Dear Compatriots, Ladies and Gentlemen, Eminences, 

My previous trip to the United States took place about a year ago. At that time I had a similar meeting with the Armenian community in Los Angeles. A year ago, speaking to my fellow Armenians here, on the American soil, I stated that the time has come for the Armenian nation to celebrate new victories. I said that each one of us is the owner of the statehood, and all together we take part in its creation. And it is a source of great pride for every son and daughter of the Armenian people. I repeat that message and I want to reiterate that our struggle has not ended with the re-establishment of independent statehood. On the contrary -- we have entered a new phase of our struggle for national goals and, thanks God, our challenges are those of development, as our goals are those of growth.

Only a few days ago we celebrated the 17th Anniversary of our historic victory of the late 20th century – and I mean our regained statehood. We celebrated it nationwide, in Armenia and beyond.
I want to thank the whole Armenian-American community, individuals and organizations functioning here, who, through their pro-Armenian initiatives, have been consistently supportive in finding solutions to the problems faced by Armenia and Artsakh, in the process of recognition of the Armenian Genocide and restoration of historic justice, and the resolution of the Nagorno Karabagh problem. I assure you that in the modern world nothing goes unnoticed. The whole world sees that an ancient nation, which has passed through the crossroads of history, is still united in its goals as well as in its actions. I state it with joy and, as an Armenian who is aware of the lessons of our own history, I am proud of it. It is this very concord that produces a solid base for effective results.
Today we need unity more than ever. Just observe the events unfolding around our country, in the region and in the ever shrinking world in general. Like a small boat, Armenia again finds itself in the middle of a big storm. A war, going on next door, sealed borders, problems with external communications, regional interrelations, which are getting more and more complicated, clashing interests of great powers – this is reality Armenia faces today. And it is under such circumstances that we have to face the challenges of advancement and not of survival. We shall do it together!

Dear Compatriots,
A couple of weeks ago I had a meeting with the President of Turkey whom we hosted in Yerevan. Our meeting was concluded with the firm agreement that we should not leave the problems between our countries to the future generations. I believe that the time to solve the problems of Armenian-Turkish relations has come, and I saw the same belief in my Turkish counterpart, and I felt that he has enough courage to take tough decisions. All this together allows me to hope that we will stop leaving for tomorrow the existing problems and will be inventing no more excuses or mechanisms for protraction. 
A few days after the Yerevan meeting, the Turkish Foreign Minister announced that Turkey is prepared to face its past, is ready to admit the conclusions of the proposed commission. These are words of the representative of the courageous authorities. Now we have to think how to assist the Turkish public in being unbiased in surfing the pages of its own history, that very public thousands of representatives of which went into the streets carrying slogans reading “we are all Hrant Dinks, we are all Armenians.”

One thing is evident for me -- we need to talk, talk about everything. Only those who have nothing to say and suffer inferiority complex avoid contacts and discussions. We are not bound by such complexes, and our message is clear. And I am hopeful that soon the day will come when the two neighboring countries will solve present priority problems through interstate bilateral contacts, like all states, which have normal relations.
During our meeting the Turkish President expressed his readiness to, if necessary, support, and I would like to repeat once more-to support the Nagorno Karabagh peace process. We have always welcomed any support to the creation of favorable conditions for the mediation efforts by the OSCE Minsk Group. The initiative of the Turkish President may play such a role. Our main aim in the settlement of the Artsakh issue is to convince the Azerbaijani side through negotiations, through the peace process that the recognition of the right of the people of Nagorno Karabagh for self-determination has no alternative. And I am confident that once that right is recognized we will move ahead together in big steps.
Ladies and gentlemen,

In one year Armenia held two general elections. It was a test for our society which has just started to build-up its democratic tradition. We came out from that process with specific lessons learned. Our public today awaits change, awaits rapid development and our actions are aimed at meeting their expectations, the hopes and demands of the millions of our compatriots, at creating the foundation for sustainable change, which is an immediate prerequisite for the further development of our state. 
We anticipate active involvement of our compatriots from around the world in this process. And I ask all of our compatriots to once and for all get rid of the stereotype that it is not possible to earn money in the Motherland. In reality, earning money in the Motherland means supporting Armenia’s development.

We have said on various occasions that modern-day Armenia needs development projects rather than humanitarian assistance, I think most of you will agree that Armenia’s economy today provides sufficient conditions for profitable investment and it is our fellow Armenians worldwide who can be first to benefit from those conditions. This is especially vital in the context of the global financial crisis. 

In general, we have bold objectives in our development programs. You are aware that we are completing the construction of the Iran-Armenia gas pipeline, which is a forward-looking and ambitious project. We have similar and even larger projects. We are starting the construction of a new modern nuclear power plant. We are planning the construction of the Iran-Armenia railway. In the coming 3-4 years we will solve the problem of the 7000 families that have suffered from the earthquake and which are still homeless on the eve of the 20th year of commemoration of the earthquake. We have also initiated the creation of a pan-Armenian bank and an investment fund to finance major business projects. This means that any Armenian in any part of the world can through a specialized institution gear his or her savings to the well-being of Armenia and, at the same time, gain profits.
We have also created a new institution to promote the participation of the Armenian entrepreneurial and creative potential in the economic growth of the country – the National Competitiveness Council to which successful entrepreneurs and individuals from different countries happily bring their contribution. And I saw at least two of them here in this hall. These people find time in their extremely busy schedules to meet and to discuss prospects for Armenia’s economic development, to design projects aimed at turning the potential of our country into its active advantage on the regional level.  In close cooperation with the Government, the Council has made significant progress in developing Armenia’s potential in education, banking, finance, and tourism; in transforming the existing capacity into practical projects and their implementation. I appeal to all our compatriots who have accumulated rich experience in successful entrepreneurial circles across the world to become part of that process. Our motherland today, above anything, needs the experience and knowledge of its sons and daughters.
Dear compatriots,
The Armenian Diaspora is diversified, multi-lingual, and multi-confessional. But, first of all, the Armenian Diaspora is multi-potent. And, as controversial as it may sound, the Armenia Diaspora while more powerful than ever, is today living through its most difficult times and needs care and attention.  Without care and attention in 15 to 20 years our powerful Diaspora, which the world envies, may be assimilated. And who else out there can and should bring care and attention to the Armenians spread across the globe if not the re-vitalized Armenian state – the Republic of Armenia. 
It is true that it is the citizens who craft the state. Yet, at all times and especially at the times of disaster, the Diaspora, humbly, has stood by the hayastantsis and the artsakhtsis, whose sufferings, whose life and blood had drawn the borders of the Armenian state. And now, it is the time for citizens of the victorious Armenia to stand by their fellow Armenians around the world. 

For years, the Armenian Diaspora has been a priceless pillar for the development of the Armenian statehood in the face of contemporary challenges. And it will remain as such if in return for everything it delivers it will receive what it needs.

Today, the citizens of Armenia, the state of Armenia must have something to offer to the Armenians worldwide. And it by far has nothing to do with the principle of reciprocity. The capacity of the Armenian nation is the unified capacity of all Armenians. In order to increase somewhere it shouldn’t decrease elsewhere. It must increase everywhere. One part must not gain strength at the expense of another. The Armenian wealth is not only the wealth of Armenia. The interactions between various groups of Armenians should result not in the division and redistribution of the Armenian wealth but in its increase and consolidation. The Armenian ‘balance’ should grow. 

My fellow Armenians,

Yes, the Armenian Diaspora is diversified, with different opinions and different needs. But do we truly appreciate that this diversity of our Diaspora is an asset and not a deficiency of ours? Do we realize that the diversity of culture, language, and belief is not an inferiority which has to be embattled, but an advantage which gives us unique opportunities? 
We must overcome the stereotypes of Diaspora that exist today. We have to open our eyes to see the reality, dire as it sometimes might be. Next to the successful, triumphant Armenian, who stands firmly on his feet, we have another one, who is in need. We must have a realistic picture of an Armenian, wherever he or she is, whatever situation he or she is in, and we must accept that truth and change our perception of the Diaspora. Armenia must have a structure which shall stand by its citizens and compatriots abroad, to the best of its power, stand by those who are in need.
There is a saying – we love our motherland not because it is nice, but because it is ours. The time has come to say – we love Armenians not because they are nice or successful but because they are ours.
But first of all we must formulate and define the new Armenian identity – an identity which must become the inspiration for the Armenians in the new century. The Armenian identity must be human-centered, freedom-centered and rights-centered. An identity based on freedom and rights is most appealing and empowering. It can become a strong pillar for the Armenians to integrate in the society of their respective states and to succeed with a mind set free of inner complexes and contradictions. It may help integrate as an Armenian, as a free person, as a citizen committed to the success of his or her country of residence.

With such an identity, an Armenian shall become the best citizen of the state and its best support. Hence, a good Armenian is a good citizen of the United States, Russia or Georgia. Hence, a good Armenian is competitive everywhere, a bearer of the competitiveness of a competitive nation – with the values and assets he creates, with the services he provides. The backbone of the Armenian identity is the Armenian pride. The Armenian pride is anchored on competitiveness. Are the Armenian citizen and the Armenian person competitive? They have to be!
For centuries Armenia has been and continues to be the harbor of dreams for the whole nation. And it has to be, as the key to the Armenian identity is the state of Armenia. There is no alternative to this. Unity and accord to withstand tragedy and its consequences fade away with time.  It is time to turn a tragedy-centered Diaspora into the Armenia-centered one. The world is our house, Armenia is our home. The wonderland-Armenia. 
The Armenian identity should not be complex and mysterious. It has to reject linguistic, religious, cultural, party, and ideological lines of separation. The English-speaking, Turkish-speaking, Russian-speaking, or Armenian-speaking Armenian; the Apostolic, Catholic, Protestant, or Muslim Armenian; the Socialist or Democrat Armenian; the Nationalist or Liberal Armenian – is simply Armenian. The Armenian identity should not limit itself within the boundaries of its own “true” fragment in trying to preserve a secluded purity. The key to continuity is in diversity, while secluded natural species are doomed. The Armenian identity is an umbrella for diversity. Armenian identity is cemented with tolerance. Are we tolerant today? We have to be! We are obliged to be!
Nature leaves no alternative to development; the alternative is fading, downfall and extinction. Nothing can be preserved unchanged. Preserving Armenian identity is not enough, the way to withstand assimilation is not to preserve but to develop the identity. Hence, we must consolidate our efforts around the development of the “Armenianism” and aim at creating a modern “Armenian world.” And we must achieve self-organization across different fragments of our Diaspora around the Armenian identity.
These and some others are the problems we have to resolve all together. And, above all, it is the Armenian state that has to resolve them. The tools of a state are its institutions. We have already set up the Ministry for Diaspora Affairs, which will start its operations just in a couple of days. We have a lot to do and we must start acting now!

Dear compatriots,
A circle has neither a starting point nor an ending one. Its every point is a starting point and an ending point at the same time. But any circle must have a center which is equally close to and distanced from all of its points – that will be its center of gravity. The center of gravity for any Armenian around the world is the Armenian Motherland, which is equally far and equally close to all of its sons or daughters. And it will remain so. And therefore - long live the Republic of Armenia, long live the Armenian people. And I am grateful to you for your warm welcome; I am proud of you and very thankful for your support! Be sure that Armenia is one state without the Diaspora and a totally different one with it. Our brothers and sisters are doing everything possible so that Armenia becomes a prosperous country and I am extending you my gratitude for this.
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