Remarks by H.E. Ambassador Armen Martirosyan, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations in the Second Annual Banquet of the Armenian National Committee of America, Eastern Region.
Your eminencies, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

First of all let me thank the organizers of this event for enabling me to address this audience. It is not just an honor but a great  pleasure for me to join you today to pay tribute to two outstanding persons: Dr. Samantha Power and Martha Aramian. 
As Armenia’s ambassador to the UN, I’m privileged to sit here in New York City among the world’s diplomatic elite. 
Our mission here has to do with implementing a global agenda that has at its core the intent to bring peace and prosperity to the world. 
Some people think that this is a job for the UN alone. Others think that only one government or coalition of governments can accomplish such a noble goal.

I think that this gathering here tonight testifies to the fact that we, Armenians, have understood that bringing peace and prosperity is everyone’s responsibility.

For decades, when Armenians had no government of their own, the Armenian National Committee was among those Diaspora organizations which led our people to speak out about our national aspirations and own human rights needs. The Armenian National Committee advocated basic rights for Armenia and for Armenians. But it did so also for all the peoples of the world, because its members and supporters understood that freedom is indivisible and responsibility to protect is universal. It really is – all for one, and one for all. Otherwise, none of us have freedom, and certainly none of us is protected in the future.

Those who are honored here today are also evidence that individuals can take issues into their own hands, that one man, one woman, can make a difference. As a columnist for Time magazine and an award-winning author, Samantha Power has demonstrated that one can be an inspired and conscientious  journalist, an idealist and renowned professor, an intrepid ideological warrior even as one upholds the rigorous demands of the journalism and political professions.

The book that put her on the map, the book that was a Pulitzer Prize winner and a best seller was about – of all things - genocide. She took an issue that is very close to our hearts, an issue that is very distant and difficult for most people to hear about and read about, and turned it into the pressing political issue of our time. She underscored that America was founded on moral principles and must, today, lead a moral foreign policy.

Armenia and Armenians can not argue with that. We have our vested interest in the morality of America’s foreign policy since it would bring better understanding and comprehension of our national challenges. We salute the ANCA for highlighting the importance of such policy, and we appreciate today’s laureates for their continuing work for the benefit of all humanity. 
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