 
[image: image1.wmf] 

 


Permanent Mission of the Republic of Armenia 

to the United Nations
119E 36th street, New York, NY 10016

Tel.: 1-212-686-9079

Fax: 1-212-686-3934

E-mail: armenia@un.int
Web: http://www.un.int/armenia/
October 31, 2001

Mr. President,

Armenia attaches great importance to the Security Council reform and

supports the ongoing efforts aimed at the strengthening of the Council

and enabling it to react promptly and effectively to the current

challenges and threats. We believe that the reform process must also

ensure that the most important body responsible for international peace

and security reflects the political and economic realities of the world,

which has changed dramatically since 1945. Eight years ago, the General

Assembly established the Open-ended Working Group on the reform of the

Security Council, and some progress has been achieved during the last

years. However, the reform process, has been so far too slow and the

Security Council is still not fully representative of the general

membership. We share the view that this important body should be more

representative, more transparent in its activities and its decisions

should be endowed with greater authority.

Mr. President,

Positions of the most of the Member States on the issue of the Security

Council reform are well known. The debates at the Millennium Assembly

demonstrated once again that the vast majority of Member States supports

the expansion of Security Council's permanent and non-permanent

membership. We also believe that the real reform lays in the expansion

in both categories, in conformity with the principles of equality and

sovereignty among Member States, and the principle of equitable

geographical representation.

Mr. President,

Last decades witnessed growing complexity of the issue of international

security with more countries immediately involved in and responsible for

the maintenance of global peace. Therefore, the composition of the

bodies responsible for the maintenance of international peace and

security must evolve accordingly. In particular, we strongly believe

that the new permanent members must have the ability and readiness to

contribute both financially and politically to the United Nations

activities. In this regard we support the desire of Germany and Japan to

acquire the status of permanent members of the Security Council.

Mr. President,

The issue of equitable geographical representation is of particular

importance for us. We support the proposals to increase the regional

representation, especially for the regions, which are currently

under-represented, such as Asia, Africa, Latin America and Caribbean. In

this regard, we believe that India deserves to be seriously considered

as a candidate for a permanent membership. We strongly believe, that any

increase in the non-permanent membership of the Security Council should

ensure an enhanced representation of the Group of Eastern European

States through the allocation of an additional non-permanent seat to

this group.

Mr. President,

Armenia favours any step towards greater openness and transparency in

the work of the Security Council. Some progress has been already

registered in this area. In particular, there are signs of increasing

transparency in the work of the Council, and growing number of open

debates gives an opportunity for non-members to participate in the

deliberations of this important body. As for the right of veto for the

permanent members of the Council, it is our understanding that a number

of states support its curtailment or elimination. We hope that the

Working Group will reach a consensus on this matter, making the Security

Council capable of facing the challenges of this century. We strongly

believe that the effectiveness of the Security Council must be

maintained. A Council capable of effectively carrying out its

responsibilities is of paramount importance for all of us.

Mr. President,

As we all recall, the Millennium Declaration calls upon member states to

"intensify our efforts to achieve a comprehensive reform of the Security

Council in all its aspects". It is our common responsibility to

translate this commitment into reality. Recent developments in the world

politics and international relations suggest that the reform of the body

responsible for international security cannot be delayed any longer. In

this regard, we support the suggestions regarding this process made by

the General Assembly President Harri Holkeri in his statement on the

last day of the fifty-fifth session.

Mr. President,

Since the whole process of the United Nations reform cannot be completed

without the reform of the Security Council, we will support any effort

that can facilitate the accomplishment of this objective. We hope that

this process will reinforce the credibility of this important body and

lead us to a more representative and efficient Security Council.
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