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Madam Chairperson,

First, I would like to congratulate you and the other members of the Bureau on your election and wish you every success in facilitating the work of our Committee. 

During the last twelve months, which passed since the last General Debate, Armenia has continued aggressive reformation of its economy, sustained a double-digit economic growth, and worked persistently toward reducing poverty. 
Democracy, economic development, and peace remain the most critical items of Armenia’s and the world’s agenda. Solving energy, food and environment- related issues provide the means for addressing this bigger agenda. In dealing with this agenda Armenia has been assisted and supported by the international community, the United Nations, the European Union, the United States and many others. However, the obligation to continue steadfastly with the required political, economic and institutional reforms remains with us. And Armenia is unwavering in its determination to fulfill that obligation. 

Many of our objectives derive directly from the Millennium Development Goals, and Armenia remains committed to achieving them by 2015. With this regard, the assistance provided by the UN agencies and programs working in our country is hardly to be overestimated. 

Implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and Armenian’s economic development has become one coherent entirety. These Goals are not only concurrent with the vision of the Armenian Government regarding the country’s future; in many regards they have become the guiding lights for us in setting priorities, in moving in the right direction, and in mobilizing our resources and using them efficiently. Sustainable development, reduction of poverty, special attention toward rural areas – these are only a few of the issues on the ambitious agenda of our Government. And we have a good reason to believe that we are able to implement that agenda. 

The 2008 Report on “Social snapshot and Poverty of Armenia”, which covers the period of January 1 – December 31, 2007, reveals the results of the research conducted among 7872 households in 45 urban and 289 rural communities, They show that in 2004-2007 over 300.000 residents of Armenia were able to elevate from poverty and, as a result, the number of needy people in Armenia dropped by 27.9 per cent. The main factor of reducing poverty in Armenia have become the stable and continuous economic growth, a steady labor market, the increase of pensions and other social benefits, as well as the amplified private transfers from abroad. Since 2002, Armenia has been registering a double-digit economic growth. In 2007 it was 13.7 per cent, and for 2008 it is estimated to be at around 10 per cent. Poverty remains still is a big issue in Armenia since 800.000 people or almost 25 per cent of the entire population live below the poverty line, while 123.000 or 3.8 per cent – are extremely poor. The current level of poverty and inequalities in income distribution remain major threats to the country’s sustainable development and to the establishment of civil society. It should also be noted that poverty rates are considerably higher in the rural areas compared with the capital city. Despite the observable achievements the Government is not satisfied with 26.5 per cent poverty level and its significant reduction is considered a key objective of the Government’s activities to reduce the poverty level to 11.2 per cent by 2012. To achieve this objective in collaboration with all stakeholders, the Government of Armenia will continue to view the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper as the most important component of the economic development. The recently approved 2008-2021 strategic Plan of Poverty Reduction is considered to be an essential component of the nation’s sustainable and secure development strategy.
Madam Chair,

The world is moving toward globalization with the impressive speed. The process is neither easy nor is it void of certain deficiencies. But overall it makes lives better: it brings us closer to each other, it opens markets and creates opportunities, it moves peoples, capitals and technologies on the scales never seen before. Hopefully, it will also help us in reduction of poverty.
We will continue to bring our modest but heartfelt contribution to our common work of making this world a better place for all of us. Some of the set objectives are within our grasp right now, some will take time to get to, and some look unattainable at the moment. But times change and we change with them – for the better.
