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Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, I would like to extend my congratulations to you and the

members of the Bureau upon your election to the Chairmanship of this

Session of the First Committee.

Mr. Chairman,

For the last decades the main and ultimate objectives of disarmament

process were viewed as the total elimination of all kinds of weapons of

mass destruction, including nuclear weapons and significant reduction of

conventional weapons. However, right now we are facing another difficult

challenge. During the last decade, international terrorism quickly rose

to the top of international security agenda. It is our conviction that

it is well within the purview of this Committee to consider measures

aimed at preventing and removing threats to peace and security emanating

from sub-state level terrorist and extremist entities. In this regard,

we believe that UN can play a significant role through its existing

mechanisms, including those of arms control. We would like to commend

the efforts of Secretary General to direct the efforts of member states

and whole system of the United Nations in the fight against this plague

of the XXI century. However the effectiveness of the concerted actions

in this area must be strengthened by each and every State by adopting

the necessary measures at the national, regional and international

levels. As it was rightly stated by the Secretary-General in his address

during the Debate on measures to eliminate international terrorism: "The

task now is to build on that wave of human solidarity - to ensure that

the momentum is not lost, to develop a broad, comprehensive and above

all sustained strategy to combat terrorism and eradicate it from our

world".

Mr. Chairman,

Armenia always supported all multilateral agreements and practical steps

aimed at prohibiting weapons of mass destruction and reducing nuclear

danger. We view the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

as the only universal tool to advance nuclear disarmament. The outcome

of the 2000 Review Conference of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

Nuclear Weapons (NPT), in which the nuclear-weapon States agreed to an

"unequivocal undertaking" to accomplish the total elimination of their

nuclear arsenals, proved that the NPT is a main and most effective legal

basis for actions to prohibit and to prevent the proliferation of

nuclear weapons. The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty is one of the

major achievements for nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament. With

its growing list of signatories and ratifications the Treaty became a

main international tool against further nuclear testing. We hope that

despite the postponement of the Conference on Facilitating the Entry

into Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, all countries

will spare no time and efforts in order to free their respective regions

and the whole world from a threat of nuclear violence. The 1972 Treaty

on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems (ABM Treaty)

constitutes an important cornerstone of existing disarmament framework

and has direct bearings on international security. Although we

understand that national missile defence is a direct response to the

ever-increasing threat posed by missile proliferation, we also tend to

share the position of many states that every effort should be made to

maintain global strategic balance and stability. We believe that the

deployment of such a system will endanger the whole process of a nuclear

disarmament and will send a wrong signal to other disarmament regimes.

We would also welcome a non?conflict adaptation of the ABM Treaty,

taking due account of interests of all parties concerned and the

problems that emerge in connection with the proliferation of missiles

and missile technologies, as well as weapons of mass destruction. The

establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones is an important element of

the overall process of nuclear disarmament. We support the establishment

of such zones providing that according to the guidelines adopted by the

Disarmament Commission they have freely arrived at among all states of

the regions concerned. Armenia will support any new proposal for the

establishment of such zones when a consensus is reached among concerned

states. We strongly believe, that such consensus must be reached prior

to seeking international consideration.

Mr. Chairman,

During the last decades illicit trafficking of small arms and light

weapons constituted a serious threat to international peace and

security. Armenia declared the combating of small arms proliferation as

a priority for its national security. Over the past few years, we have

been actively working with our international partners to adopt relevant

national export control legislation and to strengthen border control.

The Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in

All Its Aspects was an important progress of international action to

combat the proliferation of small arms and light weapons. We believe

that in order to encourage and to strengthen the global approach to the

problem of the proliferation of small arms the international community

should take an advantage of the Documents adopted by the Conference.

Mr. Chairman,

The terrorist attacks of the last decade focused the attention of

international community on a complex challenge of chemical and

biological terrorism. This threat is a challenge that can be met only

through a political will and necessary resources. The international

community must do its utmost in order to strengthen the existing tools

in this area. After entry into force on 29 April 1997 of the Convention

on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use

of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction, an effective operation of

a complex verification mechanism and modalities was launched. Effective

verification activities of the Convention must serve as a good example

for other arms control regimes. The recent tragic events give utmost

priority to our efforts aimed at countering the proliferation and

achieving earliest possible elimination of biological and chemical

weapons. An effective protocol to strengthen the Biological Weapons

Convention (BWC) remains a high priority for us. This will require a

substantive, high-level political commitment on the part of all those

involved in the negotiations to develop a robust compliance regime that

reinforces the global norm against biological weapons.

Mr. Chairman,

The problem of landmines constitutes a great threat to political and

social stability. The Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,

Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on

Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention) and total ban agreed in Oslo as a

part of "Ottawa process" had made a significant difference in this area.

As we stated before, Armenia's full participation in the Ottawa

Convention is contingent upon a similar level of political commitment by

the other states in the region. Armenia considers the Conference on

Disarmament (CD) as a forum for negotiating global disarmament

instruments. The successful negotiation of the CTBT is a clear example

of CD's capability to work out global instruments aimed at strengthening

international peace and security. As a sign of our commitment to the

principles of disarmament Armenia has applied for full CD membership. We

hope that the current impasse on the issue of a fissile material cut-off

treaty can be overcome and that the CD will simultaneously start

negotiations on a ban on the transfer of anti-personnel landmines.
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