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Mr. Chairman,

Before proceeding to my statement I would like to reiterate Armenia's

deepest condolences to the people and the government of the United

States. Faced with the human tragedy of September 11, we strongly

condemn any acts of terror and express our hope that the international

community will spare no effort to combat this evil in all its forms.

Mr. Chairman,

Allow me to congratulate you, as well as the other members of the

bureau, upon the election to the Chairmanship of the Second Committee. I

am confident that your vast diplomatic experience and personal skills

will guarantee the successful outcome of the work of this Committee.

Mr. Chairman,

In the outset of the 21 century the globalization has already caused

profound changes in the entire world. It becomes almost common to speak

about the globalization whenever economy and development are the matter.

In the contemporary world the productivity and competitiveness are

characterized as being based on the generation of new knowledge,

know-how, on the access to and processing of information. One of the

advantages of the globalization seems to be its flexibility, its ability

of productive adaptation to the conditions of each society. The dilemma

is within the societies themselves - are they willing, are they prepared

to meet the challenges of globalization?

Mr. Chairman,

The landlocked countries are in particular need to exploit the expanded

opportunities resulting from globalization. The acceleration of the

process of integration into European, as well into regional initiatives,

emphasizes Armenia's tendency towards globalization and interdependence

with the world economy. Despite some attempts to exclude Armenia from

the east-west energy and trade corridors, we are confident that the

Caucasus is in need of a regional system for cooperation, stability and

security, and we stand ready to work towards its formation. Armenia does

not see either itself or the region as being condemned to

marginalization, rather we believe that through close cooperation,

whether economic or political, the region of the South Caucasus will

eventually enjoy lasting stability, based on a sense of solid and shared

values. The imaginative use of emerging technologies and the creation of

cooperative approaches can accelerate development in troublesome regions

and can reverse most worries trends. Regional economic cooperation,

striving to transfer differences in national economies into unity

through dialogue, mutual respect, confidence and conciliation, will

significantly contribute to overcoming the complex process of transition

to the market economy and will ultimately consolidate mutually

beneficial partnership in all fields of common interest. We view the

regional cooperation as one of the prerequisites for peace and stability

in our complex region and are prepared to develop relations with all the

countries in the region. Being an advocate of the regional economic

cooperation, Armenia is actively engaged in the integration processes of

regional cooperation within the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC).

Armenia considers the further development of the regional economic

activities, as well as cooperation projects initiated by the United

Nations Regional Commissions and the UNDP.

Mr. Chairman,

Information technologies, telecommunications, renewable energy,

bioelectronics and many other fields of technological innovation offer

new opportunities for Armenia as well as for the other countries in

transition to target development projects. Sustainable development and

economic growth rely on political stability and the creation of an

enabling environment. It is crucial for a transition country to replace

the bureaucratic system of organization and management with the new

organizational forms. Entering WTO will signify our entry into the

domain of open trade through establishment of trade relations with over

hundred members of that organization. The state strategic guidance of

the economy in the transition countries is a fundamental factor in

ensuring the development process. Armenia's investment climate is

continuously improving with a strong government commitment to attracting

foreign direct investments. We realize that new and successful policies

are based on efficient management of the State structure, unhindered

information flows, transparency and confidence between the State and

civil society, hence committing to modernizing its architecture through

sophisticated tools of modern information and communications management

systems. In order to get a broad access to the various sources of

information, it is essential to break up the communication monopolies in

the developing countries and countries with economies in transition. The

more expensive and restricted the means of communications are, the more

limited is the development of knowledge. The monopolies in the sphere of

ICT are widely considered to be a discouraging factor for the potential

investments. Thus, the countries expecting to make best use of

globalization, might be entitled to call on the relevant international

institutions for help in revising those contracts that have ceded

monopoly rights to private companies. Armenia welcomes the recent UN

initiatives towards spreading the power of information through various

initiatives. The establishment of UN Information and Communication

Technologies (ICT) Task Force, as it is indicated in the Secretary

General's Report, certainly will advance the development goals of the

Millennium Declaration.

Mr. Chairman,

Armenia attaches great importance to the International Conference on

Financing the Development to be held in Mexico next year. We expect the

conference to work out strategic guidelines in order to guarantee

financial resources for the development processes worldwide. As it was

confirmed in the Millennium Summit Declaration, the specific problems of

the development of the countries with economies in transition continue

to require special attention from the part of the United Nations. The

active involvement of the United Nations with its experienced network of

the specialized agencies and programs is imperative in strengthening the

positive trends of globalization.
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