To support the Armenia’s Youth Career Trail Project the Armenian General Benevolent Union and United Nations Special Interest Group, in cooperation with the United Nations Development Program organized a reception at UN headquarters.

Statement of the H.E. Ambassador Armen Martirosyan Permanent Representative of Armenia to the United Nations:

Ladies and Gentlemen:
Dear compatriots,
I’m very happy to see you in the HQs of the United Nations. It is my distinct pleasure to welcome UN Resident Representative in Armenia Mrs.  Consuelo Vidal and her team with us at this gathering. Let me thank the organizers of this event and in particular Anita Anserian and Kim Yagoubian. 
We’ve gathered here today to support the Armenia’s Youth Career Trail Project designed and launched by the UNDP office in Armenia. I’m very happy that the AGBU, the biggest and oldest pan-Armenian organization, has become a partner of the UNDP in the realization of this timely undertaking. Since the independence of Armenia both organizations have been playing an important role in the Armenian state-building process. 
Through the generosity and dedication of its donors the AGBU has funded a number of long-term projects to support the development in different fields of the Armenia’s economy, education and culture. Being committed to the ideas of the founding fathers of the organization, the AGBU has been paying special attention to the development of the educational system of modern Armenia.  Results of those activities are well known and recognized not only in Armenia but also internationally. The graduates of the Armenian American University are the leaders and professionals in private businesses, non-profit organizations, and various governmental structures. Recently a young Armenian artist - a student of the AGBU`s children center in Yerevan - has become a winner of the world competition organized by the United Nations, and her work was exhibited at the headquarters of this organization. 
And it is not surprising that the AGBU is the first to extend its hand by offering assistance and partnership to UNDP in implementation of this unique project designed to address the needs of the young generation of Armenia. It is no secret that imperfections of labor market complicate the transition of the graduates of Armenian universities and colleges from the school to the workplace. Successful realization of this project will enable them to find decent jobs and deserving place in Armenia, which will in turn prevent the brain drain from the country. 
I also hope that the transparency and publicity of this project will trigger the local businesses to explore new opportunities for recruiting the best young professionals for their own benefit and the benefit of the country.

Ladies and Gentlemen
All the undertakings of the AGBU in Armenia eventually have become success stories and there is no doubt that with the expertise and guidance of the UNDP this project will show its positive results very soon. 

Your presence here is the evidence of your dedication to Armenia and your readiness to assume your share of responsibuilty for the future of Armenia. I ask you to accept it cheerfully, and with a sense of determintaion to achieve our common goals and aspirations. 
