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Good afternoon Chair,

It is with a distinct honor and commitment that the Republic of Suriname who
is also the portfolio holder of Youth within the Caricom, addresses this high-level
meeting on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the World Program of Action
for Youth.

This milestone not only reflects three decades of global efforts, progress and
participation with the focus on young people, however more importantly,
emphasizes our collective duty to involve their voices, energy, and potential in
policymaking and development both nationally and globally.

Youth development stands as a key priority within Suriname’s national policy
agenda. The recent re-establishment of the Ministry of Youth Development and
Sport in my country, Suriname, marks a strategic turning point since July 2025
and re-enforces my government’s commitment to strengthen the advancement of
youth development and sport in our policy making endeavors.

Our national agenda focuses on creating opportunities for young people in
education, employment, leadership, civic participation, and sport.

As the quasi- cabinet Head of State responsible for community development and
culture cooperation (including culture, gender, youth and sport), industrial
policies within the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), I acknowledge the
immediate relevance of the development of each of these areas.



Suriname’s Youth Council, which at my time operated as the National Youth
Parliament (of which I was the first Speaker) was recognized by CARICOM as a
regional best practice for youth participation in governance.

The lessons from that model are now our guide to creating new meaningful ways
for young people to remain involved at all levels of governance.

Equally I acknowledge the lack of global champions and the lack of resources
including finances for the aforementioned areas.

Today, I stand here boldly declaring that investment in youth now for tomorrow
security should be beyond ambitious declarations and great speeches at these
gatherings.

Colleagues we must move away from this rhetoric, rather immediately than
tomorrow.

Chair, may I submit to you that I dream of a world, where people will see the
need to cherish the young ones as we further our path to wellbeing and
prosperity.

In an era of climate crisis, economic volatility and growing global discontent, the
voice of youth is more urgent than ever. I call, Chair, on this gathering, for us to
aggressively establish strategic partnerships and allocate funds to facilitate
targeted investments in the development of our children and youth.

On this 30th anniversary of the World Program of Action for Youth, Suriname
reaffirms its commitment to advancing the rights, opportunities, and

participation of young people.

Let us build a world in which every young person, regardless of their
background, gender, or origin, can reach their full potential.

Young people are not only the future, but they are also the architects of
tomorrow. As such youth are the powerful present in building what’s to come.

I thank you.



