Thai Pongal Day Message

Thai Pongal, a vibrant Hindu harvest festival celebrated by the Tamil Community
worldwide, beckons us into a realm of joy and gratitude, signifying not only the bountiful
harvest but also the promise of new beginnings. Embraced within the auspicious month of
Thai (January) in the Tamil calendar, this celebration harmonizes with the Sun’s northward
journey, marking the onset of the harvest season.

Originating around a thousand years ago during the Chola dynasty, this festival
commemorates the first harvest of the year. Its purpose is to express gratitude to those
who contributed to the harvest.

Beyond its agricultural essence, Thai Pongal heralds a fresh start, a time to relinquish the
past and welcome new opportunities with unwavering optimism. Rooted in the belief of the
pivotal role of agriculture in rejuvenating Sri Lanka’s economy through the government’s
agricultural modernization program, the dawn of Thai symbolizes the inception of a
promising journey filled with hope and prosperity.

Thai Pongal also serves as a reminder of the value of equality. [ urge everyone to come
together with determination, akin to the unity of siblings, to realize new hopes for the
country's future.

[ wish the Tamil community worldwide a prosperous and joyous Thai Pongal celebration.
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Ranil Wickremesinghe
President
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
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President of Sri Lanka
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2_LoaUT S(BBHTETTET M55 S IHIHTET, LOHLDFF emWU|LD HeoTMlemwiu|ld Qeuefliu@ESSID
amsulle), 2 wesEED 26Tem FUUDEF FUpHESHTH Q&ML TLULUBGLL
QeflliLimeT mieuemL g H(HeNLPTEIMESLD.

QUETLOMETT  MICUEML_ WD, LHW WTFDLSSHESTT BILNGamEamwun g L
QuUTmISeY BGHTET GMsHMma. sl BrLsTlQUlaTUl eg WwIssH60 &iflwer
ALEGEGES BHOGLCUTE, BIGWI ORIGETETOMT OIS STV HH6r
QLT IDLIDTS 605 HH (BIBITET | 6MLOH S GTETS.

@TMES UITD GUBLASEPSHEG WLETLUTE GEFMEIH6TIeT Wl FlEHTESH 6
QUIHL SHET (PSEVMEUS ML EEHTH MSLIGLIMMHIGSE Li6ooTlq6md Q& TesoTL ML L LD
SrOINSSLIULLSTS BLULUGSRDS. JoeuaLular QFWeWLEES lsHHILL
QUIMENS, SHTVHENLGET 2 6Mafll L OATSSIHGSUD WeTHMTT [T FomieuGs
LI600T19.60785 U1 60T GIB T8> &5 LD MG LD.

@uesor® euGLmSTTE  elleusmulseafler ofueatlLysESEEHE WwHHUlley BTG
QaupMlll uUmeng&EGeT LIrCaufs@Gn GCeaiameruiled MSLIGUMMHRISEN LGNS
Qwen QsTErLILOUG®Da. ofpFs saruGHGL  @eumensuiler
QUNTHETTSTISMS LBaTs &L 9AWWLlILaIH elleusmwugsFHear e urflw pollsams
Q& meoT(h 6T GEITITLO.

Meusmugsems HeSarnwliLBGSsieuser epen Bretmeaiw FHuN alleusmuwgssHien
UBW WIHMSms gHUBSSS CHEMEUITET HILL MG STFTMSED SHHELTS
QFELOHLMSS <TbUSSIETIE. SHS Darss Uanlsebh Qeummlwerflss
QU ENM MSLIGLIMTEISHE HTsH 60 Gumheansuiler & FaumsLd L Geauesor(hGLD 6T
ArrisesSGmimin.

SBHCUMH MSLIOUMEISN BOSEG SFHUMpaWL LHLmUWD CUTH&ESMSI.
SFHFHOOW  BILIGET THIGTUSSIGHTOr LW aHrurjulssaneT Liss
QFELASNHE @OmSTL LWS&ETE (aTGarmmn  SemLw  Geuesor(ith  6T6or
smaTuflLSHaD CHELOSQSHTHTERN HECHCHILD, SUWLFHET HDEOTEUHSHSD
&L gL WHPFR WD BlenmHS MG LG LI M6V QUMD & 515 HED6TS
Qs flellsHRCmeT.
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