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Mr. Chairperson, 

 

Allow me to take this opportunity to congratulate you, Mr. Chairperson, on your 

election to this committee, and I assure you of my delegation’s full support in 

the coming months.  

 

Namibia aligns itself with the statements delivered by Morrocco on behalf of 

the African Group, as well as the statement delivered by Egypt on behalf of G-

77 and China. 

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

 

In August 2018, Namibia hosted the 38th Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) Summit in Windhoek, under the theme “Promoting 

Infrastructure and Youth Empowerment for Sustainable Development”.  While 

this theme was a continuation of the industrialization trajectory of the last four 

Summits, it was equally chosen due to Namibia’s emphasis on youth 

empowerment and development. This theme draws an important connection on 

how infrastructural development can facilitate and act as a catalyst towards 

youth empowerment, which ultimately culminates in job creation and addresses 

poverty.  

 

Namibia as is the case with many African countries, has a young population, 

with youth between the ages of 16 and 35 representing approximately 37% of 

the population. It is only through harnessing the human capital dividend through 

youth empowerment that we can ensure sustainable growth.  

 

High youth unemployment is persistent worldwide and Namibia is no 

exception. This phenomenon can be attributed to slow economic growth, a 

dependence on the primary sector and the mismatch between supply and 

demand for skills. To address such skills mismatches, it is important for the 

education and training sectors to align their skills development initiatives with 

skills demanded by the economic sector. As such, earlier this year, the 

Namibian Government prioritised technical, vocational education and training, 

in order to tackle the high levels of youth unemployment in the country. 

Technological advances present many opportunities and the youth empowered 

with the necessary skills are best placed to bring them to reality. 

 

Mr. Chairperson,  

 

Despite the tough economic conditions that have prevailed in the local 

economy, Namibia has observed one of the fastest reductions of poverty levels 

in our region over the last 10 years – from 28.8% to 17.4%. 
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Namibia has continued to prioritize social transformation with the social 

development sectors receiving substantial portions of the Government budget. 

In the current financial year, Government increased the monthly social grant for 

pensioners. Overall an allocation of 3.8% of the national budget was made for 

old age grants and other disability grants.  

 

Namibia was the first country in Africa to publish data on albinism from its 

national census, providing information on the prevalence of the condition. 

Together with civil society organisations, Namibia remains committed to 

creating awareness and eradicating the stigma associated with albinism, as well 

as supporting those with albinism. 

 

Household food insecurity is one of the major underlying causes of 

malnutrition, and in efforts to combat this, in 2016, Namibia launched the Food 

Bank Programme, which was initially only piloted in one region. I am happy to 

announce that following the successful piloting of this programme, the 

programme has been rolled out to three more regions with the latest launch 

having taken place last month. Thus far, impact studies on the Food Bank 

Programme show that the food bank intervention has been effective in 

addressing hunger especially to beneficiaries with no formal employment, given 

the current socioeconomic situation of the country. 

 

Any social development programme requires an element of monitoring and 

evaluation because only then can an impact assessment be done and allow for 

challenges of implementation to be addressed. To this end, Namibia is in the 

process of developing a Social Protection Policy Framework, which will 

provide guidelines on improving coordination, monitoring and evaluation of 

various social protection programmes. 

 

Mr. Chairperson,  

 

Providing affordable and accessible finance to small & medium enterprises 

(SME’s) as well as informal sector operators has the potential to spur the 

development of the economy, and change the socio-economic face of Namibia's 

poor. Thus, in an effort to assist grassroots' entrepreneurs and small business 

owners to access capital to advance their business interests, in March 2018, the 

Office of the First Lady, launched the One Nation Fund, which is aimed at 

providing collateral-free lending for the SME’s and informal sector operators. 

We believe that this collateral-free fund will place Namibia one step closer to 

the forefront of sustainable and effective social entrepreneurship and 

development. 
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In the pursuit to create favourable conditions to fight poverty and promote 

socio- economic transformation, Namibia calls for collaborative efforts to 

embrace a stronger culture of solidarity and caring to relieve the plight of those 

living in poverty, terror and unspeakable misery. It is in all our interest, 

particularly the “haves” to ensure a drastic reduction in inequality. 

 

I thank you. 

 


