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Thank you Mr. Chairperson, 

 

1. My delegation takes note of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 

of Outer Space, as contained in document A/47/20, which highlights issues 

considered at its sixty-second session held in June this year. We further 

congratulate the Dominican Republic, Rwanda, and Singapore on their 

membership to the Committee, and support the decision of the Committee to 

grant observer status to the Moon Village Association. 

 

2. Namibia welcomes the views expressed in the Report, that it was “the duty of 

the States members of the Committee to effectively enhance the role and 

importance of the Committee in addressing all issues relating to the peaceful 

uses of outer space”; and that “all rules governing space activities should be 

adopted within the framework of the Committee in full observance of the 

established rules of procedure, and not within the framework of other informal 

platforms or alternative mechanisms”.  

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

 

3. Since the first man-made satellite Sputnik 1 by the Soviet Union was launched 

on 4 October 1957, we have witnessed the influence and benefits that space 

exploration technology and other discoveries have on our daily lives, 

especially in terms of communication, positioning services, earth observation 

for weather prediction and climate monitoring, and economic activity. 
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4. Outer space and other celestial bodies must continue to be regarded as the 

common heritage of humankind, and as such must be utilized for the benefit 

and interest of all. History has taught us that whenever there is war, there 

inevitably will be winners and losers. Most importantly it brings misery to the 

lives of people. For this reason, and appreciating the benefits for all from 

peaceful uses of outer space, there should never be arms or weapons of any 

kind placed in outer space. 

 

5. Namibia sees the “Space2030” agenda and its implementation plan are 

essential to realizing the promises of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, the Paris Agreement on climate change and the Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 – 2030.  

 

6. Namibia, being cognizant of the effects and events in outer space such as solar 

flares, supernovas, neutrino fluxes, and even solar radiation have on our 

planet, has partnered with various states with skills and capabilities in the area 

of space weather. In a world that is driven by electronic devices for 

communication, production technologies, and aviation, it is critical that 

information on space science be shared. 

 

7. Namibia is the proud host of the High Energy Stereoscopic System (H.E.S.S.) 

which is a high energy gamma ray telescope located about 100 km from 

Windhoek, the Namibian capital.  The telescope went into operation in 2002 

with one telescope, and in 2004 it became fully operational with four 

telescopes.  During 2012 a 5th telescope was added, which to date has the 
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largest optical reflector in the world. This observatory, is used by 260 

scientists at 40 institutions spread over 13 different countries.  

 

8. As we are a global community and space endeavours, it is vital to promote 

broader participation of developing countries, through capacity-building and 

technical assistance from advanced nations in space-related capabilities. 

Therefore we call for the Committee and the sub-committees to continue to 

deliver the common goals of all nations on space-related issues, allowing for 

the needs of developing countries. We also call upon the Committee to play a 

bigger role in enhancing transparency and confidence-building measures 

among Member States, with the goal of preventing an arms race in outer space. 

 

9. In the Southern African Development Community, many countries in this 

region are collaborating to build capacity Space Science and Technology.  

 

10. Namibia by participating in these various science projects is building 

institutional and human capabilities in high performance computing, big data 

analytics, and artificial intelligence.  Although a small economy our interest is 

building capacities in areas that will prepare us for the Fourth Industrial 

Revolutions (4IR) premised on artificial intelligence, Big Data Analytics, 

machine learning, etc.  It is thus delighting that African countries participating 

in these Mega Science Projects can develop skill sets that will eventually 

prepare them for the 4IR.  Some critical applications such as Climate Change 

Modelling, Flow Dynamics and material science are some of the current 

research applications using these technologies.  
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11. As a drought-prone country, Namibia experienced the worst drought and 

widespread flooding for the past 30 years. This has affected our crop 

production and food security. Thanks to the United Nations World 

Meteorological Organization (WMO) which in collaboration with the 

International Environmental Data and Recue Organization (IEDRO) and the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), provided 

Namibia’s national meteorological service with tools and training necessary to 

allow the Government and the people of Namibia to better respond to future 

natural disasters. 

 

12. Namibia believes that as a global community, we have to join hands to use 

opportunities offered by these technologies to address challenges such as 

Climate Change, Disease and Health, and Cybercrimes.  New innovations are 

driven by strategic partnerships and the free flow of knowledge and skills, thus 

it is our call that as nations we should strengthen our relations in order to 

ensure benefits from these technological development benefits. 

 

13. As we continue to launch more space satellites into orbit, we should consider 

space debris mitigation measure to prevent future challenges of outer space 

activities. We therefore urge all Member States to comply with Space Debris 

Mitigation Guidelines of the Committee under General Assembly resolution 

62/217. 
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14. Finally, it is our belief that space science and technology offers many 

opportunities to the world, but it will require strong cooperation, sharing and 

cooperation amongst various states, including instruments that are put in place 

to manage the use of these technologies for the benefits of all nations.  

 

I thank you.  

 


