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Mr. President, 

 

1. Namibia thanks the Secretary-General for his report on this 

resolution. We also take this opportunity to thank the Permanent 

Mission of Mexico, as the country holding the IPU Presidency and 

therefore the penholder of this resolution, for its initiative on Agenda 

Item 126. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

2. Since 2004, the General Assembly has adopted this biannual 

resolution by consensus. This is a clear testimony to the scope of 

cooperation between the IPU and the United Nations, and 

demonstrates the importance of constructive partnership with 

Parliaments as critical stakeholders in resolving today’s global 

challenges. The resolution continues to encourage the deeper 

involvement of parliamentarians in the work of the United Nations 

both as advisors and as implementers of decisions made at this august 

body.  

 

3. Namibia is encouraged by the work of the IPU in the implementation 

and mobilisation of government actions across the planet towards the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

We are, therefore, happy that the Sendai Framework for Disaster 

Risk Reduction (2015-2030) and the Paris Agreement under the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change have 

received special mention. For Namibia, a desert country confronted 

with the challenges of addressing the effects of both droughts and 

floods, these are essential to ensuring positive implementation of the 

SDGs.  

 

Mr. President, 

 

4. Namibia has achieved 47% gender parity in our parliament. While 

we continue to improve in the area of parliamentary and other local 
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representation, we are pleased with the work of the IPU undertaken 

in the critical area of gender equality, the empowerment of women, 

and the combating of violence against women. The achievements of 

the IPU cannot be underestimated, as less than 30 years ago, at the 

time of Namibia’s independence, the world percentage of women 

parliamentarians stood at a mere10 percent. While this average has 

grown to almost 24 percent, there is still a long road to go and we 

must continue to encourage and support the IPU in their work in this 

area. 

 

5. It is essential that when we make policies, we must ensure that views 

of all stakeholders, including women and youth, are taken into 

account. It is for this reason that Namibia greatly appreciates the 

critical work done by the IPU in the areas youth empowerment and 

the participation of young men and women in politics. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

6. It is for these reasons and those mentioned by our fellow UN member 

states here present today, that Namibia firmly supports this resolution 

and encourages unanimous support for its adoption. 

 

I thank you. 
 


